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Skiers ascending bowls below Mt Stanford

Hilton Lakes Basecamp/Mt. Stanford and Morgan

May 17-18th, 2003 Trip by Mike McDermott and Reiner Stenzel

A large group (14!) of skiers, one snowboarder, and one snowshoer assembled at the end of the
Rock Creek Road near the Hilton Lakes trailhead around 8AM on Saturday, May 17th. The group con-
sisted of Mike McDermott, Alvin Walter (co-leaders), Reiner Stenzel, Angel Ocana, Stan Huncilman,
Ted & Sheryl Lenzie, Leslie Hofherr, Jay Rivera, Susan Livingston, Thomas Johansson, Mike Seiffert,
Lorene Samoska, and Reed Moore. At first, we had to carry skis on packs as we hiked through the inter-
mittent snow, but after about a mile we found mostly continuous snow and were able to skin up the rest
of the way to make a basecamp near Hilton Lakes. On the way we saw some avalanche activity from the
warm sunny days during the previous week, so stayed clear of those slopes.

After the group established basecamp at the lower Hilton Creek Lake (10,3007) we skinned up
around | pm toward the slopes cast of Mt Stanford. We ascended the drainage west of Hilton Creck
Lake 10,353". After a while it became obvious that a faster group wanted to rush for the summit while a
slower group preferred the more relaxed skiing on the excellent corn snow. Alvin and [ led Ted, Stan,
Jason, Angel and Reed up the drainage over a partially corniced ridge just cast of a small Lake 12,000
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SMS MEETINGS - are not listed in the Ange-
les Chapter Schedule. The meetings will still take
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Calendar of Events 2003-2004 Ski Season

Apr 2-4 Fri-Sun SMS/SPS

TI: Mt Mary Austin: Ski one of the few Sierra peaks
named after a lady. Basecamp in Bighom Sheep tern-
tory, Little Onion Valley. Experience in backcountry
skiing and climbing required. Bring metal edged skis
with climbing skins, ski crampons, avy beacon, shovel,
and snow camping gear. E-mail experience, address,
and hiw phones to Ldr: Jim Crouch. Assts: Reiner
Stenzel, Tom Marsh.

Apr 10-11 Sat-Sun SMS

TI: Mt. Humphreys (Wahoo Gullies) - Car camp on
Buttermilk Road. Metal edged skis with climbing skins,
avy beacon, and shovel required. Experienced skiers.
E-mail experience, address, and h/w phone to Idr: Ldr:
Randy Lamm. Co-Ldr: Reiner Stenzel.

Apr 16-18 Fri-Sun OCSS/SMS

I: Devils Post Pile Intro Ski Camp: 8 miles 500" gain
1700° loss to camp near Devil's Post Pile on Fri. Tour
in San Joaquin valley up towards [ron Mountain on Sat.,
1700° gain, 500" loss to return on Sun all off trail. Int
xc skills, Metal edge skis, backcountry boots, 0 degree
bag, shovel, beacon, skins required. Ldr: Keith Martin,
Co-Ldr: Virgil Talbolt

Apr20 Tues SMS Monthly Meeting at Griffith
Park
Apr 28- May 2 Wed-Sun SMS

TI: Tioga Pass, Yosemite High Country: First stay at
Tioga Pass Resort (TPR) as basecamp and do a prov
lead tour to Mt. Gibbs followed by an optional back-
country tour to Lyell or Earhardt. Trip is pending avail-
ability of reservation and will require fee for TPR of
approximately $260 for two nites (accommodation and
food) due by Jan 1, 2004, Trip will be rescheduled,
moved, or canceled pending availability at TPR and
avalanche conditions. Metal edged skis with climbing
skins, avy beacon, and shovel required. Bring gear for
backcountry tour, which is for experienced skiers. E-
mail experience, address, and h'w phones to Prov. Ldr:
Jonathan Meagher. Asst: Reiner Stenzel.

May 1-2S5at-Sun SMS

TI: Dunderberg Peak (12,374°): Sat climb, 2874"
gain, and ski this prominent peak above Virginia Lakes.
Advance skiing skills required along with metal edged
skis with climbing skins, avy beacon, and shovel. Car
camp Sat nite. Conditions will determine Sun’s tour. E-
mail be ski experience, address, and h/'w phone to Ldr:
Mark Goebel, Asst. Randy Lamm

May 8-95at-Sun  SMS

TI: San Joaquin and Mt. Carson: Ski up Fern Creek
and back via The Devil's Slide — 4000+ vertical. Ex-
perienced ski mountaincers with all ski climbing and
safety equipment required. Email experience, address,
h/w phone numbers to Ldr: Alvin Walter. Co-Ldrs: Jim
Crouch, Reiner Stenzel.

May 15-16 Sat-Sun SMS

TI: Blue Couloir: Sat ski from Lake Mary road to the
Mammoth Crest northwest of Duck Lake. Lunch on top
and a fun ski descent out. Approx 10 mi , 2700 fi total.
Sun optional local tour. Bring metal edged skis with
climbing skins, avy beacon, and shovel. Email experi-
ence, address, h/'w phone numbers to Prov. Ldr: Mike
Seiffert. Asst: Gerry Holleman.

May 15-19 Sat-Fri SMS

TI: Sierra Crest Tour: South Lake to Taboose Pass.
Backcouniry ski tour through the beautiful high country
of the Sierra Nevada. Climb and ski peaks and passes,
short car shuttle at start/end of trip. Experience in back-
country skiing and climbing required. Bring metal
edged skis with climbing skins, ski crampons, avy bea-
con, shovel, and snow camping gear. E-mail experience,
address, and h/w phones to Ldrs: Reiner Stenzel, Tom
Marsh.

May 18 Tues
Park

May 28-31 Fri-Mon SMS

TI: Mineral King Base Camp: Ski from Silver City to
basecamp near Mineral King unless road is open to
MEK. Then do day tours to nearby peaks and passes. Ex-
perience in backcountry skiing and climbing required.
Bring metal edged skis with climbing skins, ski cram-
pons, avy beacon, shovel, and snow camping gear. E-
mail experience, address, and h'w phones to Ldrs:
Reiner Stenzel, Randy Lamm.

June 12-20 Sat-Sun SMS

TM: Washington Volcanoes: Sequel to last year's
popular Oregon Volcano trip. Ski/climb on Mt Adams,
Rainier, Baker and Shuksan. Summit attempts are pri-
vate. Fly to Seattle, rent car, do day trips, car camping,
long days of driving, skiing, and fun. Advanced back-
country ski skills required. E-mail experience, address,
and h/w phones to Ldr: Reiner Stenzel. Co-Ldr: Alvin
Wallter

SMS Monthly Meeting at Griffith

See Next Issue for SMS Summer Trips!




Crater Mountain (Mono Craters) February 28th, 2004

By Reiner Stenzel

The Mono Craters are a row of prominent vol-
canic outcrops a few miles east of Hwy 395 and south of
Mono Lake. In the summer they look dry and sandy but
after a winter storm they look attractive for backcountry
skiing. Snowmobiles also hi-ride their slopes bul none
makes it up to the high point, Crater Mtn (9172°). To my
recollection the SMS has not skied in this arca.

On this weeckend the SMS had scheduled one
day of telemark clinics at Mammoth Min and one day
free skiing. During the previous days a storm had dumped
3 feet of snow in the Mammoth area. Luckily the storm
cleared for the weekend. This was the right time to ski the
desert-like peaks, Thus, on Sat moming two of us decided
to ski Crater Mtn while everyone else was yo-yoing.
From Hwy 395 Leslie Hofherr and 1 drove east on Hwy
120 to the road closure just beyond the access to Mono
Lake, where the road turns southeast. We decided to ski
the range from the east since the access from the west ap-
peared longer and through brush country. The snow cov-
ered road lead along impressive crater walls. Afier about
2 miles of skiing on the road we turned west guided by
GPS toward Crater Min, The terrain started with gentle
forested slopes that lead toward a canyon dropping down
from a saddle between Crater Mtn and its next northern
peak (8896°). The canyon ended in a steep gully, which
looked avalanche prone. Thus we diagonaled up the east
slopes of Crater toward a ridge coming down southeast

from the peak. Since the slopes were loaded with a foot of
fresh snow we carefully switch-backed up near trees until
we reached the crater rim. In the open terrain we were
greeted by a cold breeze. The snow-filled caldera was sur-
rounded by many exotic looking peaklets but the GPS
clearly pointed to the named summit. We skied to 507 be-
low of the summit and then climbed the cI2-3 ridge to the
top. What a spectacular view! Blue Mono Lake and the
white Sierra crest were quite a sight. The summit register
was buried in snow below a summit cairn. The last entry
was from Aug 03 and it was our pleasure to sign in first
this year. Surprisingly, the wind calmed down so that we
could enjoy our lunch and picture taking on the summit. In
the distance we heard snowmobiles but otherwise there
was nobody far and wide. By 2:30pm it was getting time
for the descent. After some careful initial turns on wind
packed slabs near the top we reached the soft powder snow
on the east face of Crater. It was a heaven for backcountry
skiers: Untouched vast slopes of powder snow at an excit-
ing but not scary angle. We left nice tracks behind but had
no time and energy for a rerun. After retracing our XC
route we reached Hwy 120 which by now had many snow-
mobile tracks. Around 4:30pm we were back at the car
afler a wonderful day of backcountry skiing. We con-
cluded that this would make a great SMS day tour, pro-
vided it is done right afier a good storm.

Eastslo



View frcam Crater Mtn on the Mono Craters with Eastern Slerra Nevada in I:nackground
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(Continued from Page [}

which drains into Stanford Lake (11,4367). To the
west there was an obvious peak (12,800°) which is
close to, but not the summit of Mt Stanford (12,8387).
The latter is just a rock outcrop on the west end of a
long ridge. To the north was a noticeably higher and
distinct peak (12,931°) which some thought was Mt
Stanford. A continuous snow field lead up to it. So
why not ski it first. The first were on the summit by
4pm. The view was outstanding. Red Slate (13,123')
and Red and White (12,816") stood clearly out in the
west. Of course there was no peak register, which dis-
appointed some while others did not care. Angel and |
decided to head for the real Mt Stanford below us.
Since the ridge was not skiable it turned into a mixed
rock and snow climb on foot. The ridge is almost level
and we walked right by the "summit block" without
realizing it. After we reached the 12,800" south peak of
the ridge and found no register, we were reluctant to
return to the 12,838" bump. After a while Alvin fol-
lowed us. By radio we gave him directions where the
suspected summit block was. Sure enough, he found
the register. Well, Mt Stanford is one of those bumps
on a ridge which does neither deserve to be called a
peak nor be on the SPS list. After descending below
the rocky terrain we strapped on our skis and skied
down the way we came up. Unfortunately, after 5 pm
the snow had turned into breakable crust and it was a
slow and tricky 1600° descent. Most were back in
camp by 7pm; Alvin arrived just before it got dark. We
joined happy hour and ate dinner in our community
kitchen sharing our adventures. The plan for Sunday
was to get up “early” to climb and ski Mt Morgan.

On Sun we got up at 5:30am to a beautiful, cloud-
less spring day. For the large group it took till 7:15am
before we got started. From camp we traversed west
over a small hill to the drainage of Hilton Creek which
drops steeply down to the upper Davis Lake (9,852").
The pace was slow and it was obvious that the group
would not make the summit and be back at a reason-
able time, Furthermore, the 3,200" ascent of Mt Mor-
gan required climbing steep dry slopes with forest and
rock. Alvin predicted a 7 hour roundtrip. The group
had a change of heart and preferred to ski com snow
instead of climbing the peak. Reed and I thought that
at a reasonable pace we would make the summit before
noon, Mike requested us to sign out which we happily
did and then took off. The rest of the group skied the
same beautiful bowls from the Mt Stanford drainage
from the previous day. Clearly the “corn window™ was
between 10AM and IPM because yesterday's soft
snow at 4 PM (and getting mushy) was perfect ripe
corn around noon!

The two of us summit-attempters skied down to the
Davis Lakes. At the west side of the lower Davis Lake
(9.808") we ascended through forest and brush to the
3200m level where we found continuous snow. Passing
through low trees we could ski to the runout of a long
snow-filled gully which went up the east side of the
mountain right to the summit. It was a looong gully re-
quiring many, many switchbacks. Finally, by 11:30am
we summitted and enjoyed a spectacular view from this
13,000° peak. Signed in as the first this year, took pic-
tures, snacked, and talked by radio to the rest of the
group. Then the fun started to ski down this long gully.
At the top the angle is near 40 deg, which Reed han-
dled with parallel turns and I did with more exhausting
telejumps. But it was wonderful corn snow. We layed
two parallel tracks of free-heel turns down this 2500’
gully. Then we had an intermission, hiked on dirt for
15 min, and continued to ski down to Davis Lake. We
decided to ski to the opposite (east) side of the lake
where the return would be easier. Skiing around the
lake was not only long but questionable since there was
open water at both inlet and outlet. Thus, we crossed
our fingers and skied carefully across Davis Lake on
this warm spring day. With more confidence we also
took a straight-line short-cut across the upper Davis
Lake, then skinned 500' up to our Hilton Lake base-
camp. We arrived at the promised time of 2pm and
joined the rest of the group in skiing out. Climbing and
skiing Mt Morgan was 6 hours of sustained action ex-
cept for a 30 min break on the summit. But skiing the
grand alley on its east face was worth all the effort.

With all the group finally together we picked our
way through rocks and brush to find nearly continuous
snow back to the cars, using skins for the route because
of the up and down. This was a beautiful trip with gor-
geous sunsets, nice corn snow, and a great group of fun
people. Thanks to the leaders and all who participated!

Avalanche activity near Hilton Lakes



Group climbing Mi. Stanford Bowls

Alvin and Angel climbing
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FOR SALE
Backcouniry Gear For Sale
2003 Black Diamond 17%m Crossbow skies (115-82-105).Drilled for Fritschi Freenide AT bindings. Used once.
$240.00.Also 2003 Atomic 160cm TM:22 skies (106-72-98). Drilled for Fritschi Diamir Titanal 3 AT bindings.
Used once. $220.00. Email: peninsulatugf@earthlink. net

MNew Contour 3 or 4 Internal Frame pack 5000Hcubic torso adjustable $150., almost new Osprey Internal Frame
pack with Shove-it pocket 3900 cubic small frame $150, new wmns 7 Alpina 2002 skate boot $95. 1 70cm-200cm
Skate and x-country wax and waxless skis good shape $5-515., Asolo snowficld tele-boots wmn 8.5 $20.. merril
xtreme teleboots wmn 7 $20., AT Dynafit 180 cm skis w Dynafit bindings and Dynafit boots wmns size 7-8.5
(will sell only if U have your heart set on Dynafit) Talk to me before buying Avy probes $20. E-mail
mingoat{@ghis.com

Scarpa T2, Mens Size 7 (Women’s 8.5/9) used, $50 OBO. Women's 9 Alico leather backcountry/telemark
boots - fits 3-pin or cable binding, $30 OBO. Email samsei(@earthlink_net

SMS MEETINGS— are not listed in the Angeles Chapter Schedule. The
meetings will still take place on the following Tuesdays at 7:30 PM:

Dates: April 20th  May 18th

Mugelnoos
Pat Holleman ‘.
1638 6th Street &
Manhattan Beach, CA %
90266

Richard L. Henke

409 South Lucia

Redondo Beach, CA 90277
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