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A newssheet published by and for the Ski Mountaineers and Rock Climbing Sections of
the Sierra Club's Angeles Chapter since 1938. Send subscriptions 1o Pat Holleman,
1638 6th St., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. $7 per year due in October.

SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS ARE NOT TAX D T18 haritabl n iQns.

THE FOLLOWING ARE PROHIBITED: ALL CLIMBS, HIKES, EXPEDITIONS,
INSTRUCTION COURSES, SCHOOLS, AND SIMILAR TRAINING THAT
INVOLVE IN ANY MANNER THE USE OF ROPES, ICE AXES, OR ANY FORM
OF CLIMBING HARDWARE. :

The above is the agreement that the Sierra Club has with its insurance carriers. It
effectively destroys the Rock Climbing Section, cuts the heart out of the BMTC (a major
source of revenue for the Angeles Chapter), and limits the activities of such groups as the
Ski Mountaineers and Sierra Peaks Section. | would want to know a lot more about the
liability situation before embarking on a nominally third class trip where, in retrospect, a
jury might conclude that a rope or ice axe should have been taken. For more details, see
Donna O'sreportonPage3.  -LH
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CLIMBING AT CHRISTMAS TREE PASS

September 24-235, 19BB

Four =limbers joined Bob Havens for his 40+ birthday and
his provisional lead at Christmas Tree FPass, Nevada. Bob
did his obligitory 5.8 lead up MC1 on Dall Dome for the
10th time; Dave Perkins scraped off some unwanted skin on a
hew S.10 climb (Luckey Manl); Greg Stevens did the first

lhal f assent of a multi named dike; Steve Russell led The
Deceivery, in a fashion unmatched by other RCS members who
have led this climbs, and his wife Robin followed him
faithful ly.

The weather was excellent the whole weekend and the
injuries were SO minimal they should’nt cloud the judgement
af the assistant in gradimg Bob's provisional |ead.

Bob would like to thank all those who attended, especially

Dave, who gave him the gift of the blue climbing rope. He
regrets any discomfort suffered by Steve, but hey, he had a
head ache. FP

CLIMBER INJURED AT CHRISTMAS TREE FASS

Steve Russell marred the, perhaps, final <limb of  the RCS
by being injured not once, but twice. Steve's nose Was
apparently bent cut-of—joint when struck by the hand of a
fel low limber throwing down the rappel rope. Steve’s nose
was furither bBent out=of—joint when the same climber stepped
or his foot at the start of the rappel. Several biblical
terms were heard by boaters in  nearby Lake Mojave.
Ironical lyy fhese idinjuries spoi led the festive mood Steve
was in, afier having successfully led The Deceiver (S.1042
frar  the first &time. (However he has seconded this oclimb
twice before, so the lead was no big deal? The contents of
the ice chest provided all that was needed for first aid,
and the Edgewater $3.95 buffet provided faor all the follow=

up Ly eatment. Bt
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| (o] s TR i ST S e Leonard Hall
Mugel Printer.......c..couevneranes ekt Leroy Russ
Mugel Chairman.........coeeesvenserenins Dick Smith
Mugalmaller;... ... fosiiie. Pat Holleman

Reporters..Donna O., Leonard Hall,
John Wedberg, Bob Havens,
Ford Prefect

Next Editor Bob Carison
614 N. Mission Dr.
San Gabriel CA 91775
(818) 289-5702

Next issue: November 15, 1988
Copy deadline: November 8, 1988
Photo deadline: November 1, 1988

NEXT MUGELNOOS MEETING

Tuesday, November 15, 1388 at 7:30 PM
at the Griffith Park Ranger Station. Joint
RCS-SMS Meeting; SMS Hosting.

RCS SCHEDULE

As announced in the September 2Sth
Mugelnoos Special Edition, all RCS
climbs have been cancelled. In recent

weeks, the SCMA climbing schedule nas

borne an amazing resemblance to the
former RCS schedule. This will probably
continue.

RCS ROSTER UPDATES

Scott Bailey and Kristine Hutchin
250 E. Ponderosa Lane
Anaheim CA 92802

Home Phone: (714) 750-0804

Bill Oliver
Work Phone: (213) 336-5257°

Donna O'Shaughnessy
Work Phone: (213) 297-5430

NOTE FROM THE QUTGOING RCS
CHAIR

RCS MEMBERS & MUGELNOOQOS
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Current RCS members may want to delay
subscribing to the Mugelnoos until status
of the RCS as an organization has been

finalized. If you are only interested in rock
climbing, the SCMA’'s newsletter may be of

more interest to you. -DO

TIME TO RENEW!

e ey Y

' Renew your Mugelnoos subscription

by sending a $7. 00 check payable
to "Mugelnoos" to-Pat Holleman,
Mugelmailer, 1638 6th 5t., Man-—
hattan Beach, CA 90266. Refunds
are avalilable upon request for
RCS members who renewed/ sub-—
scribed for 1989 - just before the
insurance snafu. = wit o dik
Overheard at Lembert Dome: "l didn't
think this could ever happen to us!"

One night about 9:00 PM, on the Labor
Day Tuolmne Meadows trip, your editor
and friends strolled up to the standard star
gazing spot below the Water Cracks, only
to find another party in conversation with
two people up on top, who had nothing to
guide them but a cigarette lighter. Their
plight was made somewhat worse by the
lack of a moon. After some discussion, the
other party went to report the situation to
the Rangers. The hardest part of the
subsequent rescue was to get the people
on top to admit that they were there. They
were eventually_guided down the 4th class
face route by- a member of the rescue
team. Do you routinely carry a flashlight?
Or at least a cigarette lighter? (It makes it
'much easier for the Ranger to spot you.)

EARLY START ON THE SKI SEASCN

Craig Dostie and a buddy from the midwest
lugged full packs, ice c¢limbing gear, and
skis up to lake #2, then took off for the
Palisade Glacier. They did scme ice climb-
ing around the bergschrund, then took off
on their skis down the glacier in the late
‘evening. Ten inches of snow from two weeks
previcus had crusted over, but they managed

i a line of figure-8's down to the terminal

moraine, from whence they groped their way
back to camp by midnight. This outragious
trip was done Saturday, Cctober 1lst in
calm, clear, balmy conditions, thus chris-
tening the 1988-89 ski mountaineering
season! {JW)

SKI HUT WORK PARTY

. All lazy loafers wishing to dispel the

notion that they allow others to prepare
the Baldy Hut for their cozy winter
pleasure, are invited to the annual fall
work party the. weekend of Oct 15-16.
Come one day or both days. If staying
overnight reserve a spot on the central
comissary by calling Bonnie at (B18)
336-32397, or (7T1l4) 981-63654 days. Meet
at the roadhead 8:00 AM Sat with pack
to help lug materials & food up the hill.
(JW)
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#% FROM THE FORMER RCS CHAIR %

WHEN MY GRAND CANYON TRIP was rescheduled for the week of the
RCS Annual Plcnlic and Annual Meeting, I didn’t reallze I“d be missing
all the excitement. I assume that the membershlp purge and election
of officers took place as planned on October 18th, AND that most of
the active RCS members will (or have applied to) Jjoin the Southern
California Mountaineering Asscociation (hope I‘m allcwed ini. I guess
[“1]1 find out when I get back on the 30th.

I‘'m glad to be “off lead’ and I want to officlally express my
appreciation to my belavers: Claude Lane--Vice Chair, Mike Feldman--
Treasurer, Mike Meyver & Barbara XKaufman--Secretaries, Margo Koss &
Dick DeRusha--Safety Chalrs, Mike Jelf--Edltor & Council Rep, Larry
Tidball--Chapter Safety Rep, John Ripley--Historian, Tom Jeter & Tim
Frank--Conservation Reps, John Gonzales--Tralning Chair, LeRoy Russ--
Mugelnoos Printer, and Alois Smrz--Programs (for next year). These
are the other elected officers, appointees, and volunteers who kept
the RCS climbing this year. Thank you all.

No thanks go to the Sierra Club National Board of Directors.
Because of them, we won‘t be climbing as the RCS anymore. Evidently
the Board doesn’t value the goodwil] and membership that cllmbing
activities bring to the Sierra Club. The Mugelnoos Special Edition
(Sept 29th? reported that the insurance carrler restrictions were faor
4th & 5th class c¢limbing and lnstruction involving rope, climbing
gear & ice axe. That’s what the Board proposed. What the Insurance

THE FOLLOWING ARE PROHIBITED: ALL CLIMBS, HIKES, EXPEDITIONS,
INSTRUCTION COURSES, SCHOOLS, AND SIMILAR TRAINING THAT INVOLVE IN
ANY MANNER THE USE OF ROPES, ICE AXES, OR ANY FORM OF CLIMBING
HARDWARE.

For those RCS members who wish to express their displeasure
about this turn of events by writing to the Slerra Club National
Board of Directors, rest assured you won’t be alcne. The
Mountaineering Training Committee and the Sierra Peaks Section (whlich
will be greatly impacted/lnactivated by the loss of lnsurance) are
sponsoring a letter writing campaign and have provided some names and
addresses and recommendations for content (see John Cheslick’s
letter>. He recommends writing to the President and/or copy the
octhers,

Richard Cellarius, President Ruth Frear, Secretary

2439 Crestline Dr. NW, 63-B Elizabeth St. #43
Olympia, WA 98502 Salt Lake City, UT B4102
Robert Howard, Vice President Denny Shaffer, Treasurer
=288 B. Arapaho Ln. 2910 Skye Dr.

Stratford, CT 06497 Fayetteville, NC 28303
Susan Merrow, Fifth Officer Sally Reid, Angeles Chapter
Havywardville Rd, RFD 5 Box 5618 Pine Mtn Club
Colchester, CT 06415 Frazier Park, C& 93225

Freeman Allen, Angeles Chapter
394 Blalsdell Dr.
Claremont, CA 91711

x =

Other lnput fro@ John was:' The Club reduced the insurance
coverage purely forsa financial reason, (to save less than $325K a
year out a budget of millions, I‘ve been told). They don‘t want to
pay the additonal premium to retain the insurance. Letters must
stress that the $ value that climbing outings bring to the Club such
as: attracting new members directly: the ocutdoor image of the Club:
retaining membership (30% of the Sierra Club membership rotates ocut
of the Club each year?; many persons interested in Outings/Climbing
renew membership because of c¢limblng and the friendship: goodwill
received from teaching climbing and wllderness safety through the
BMTC, AMTC and RCS classes.

Whether you decide to join the letter campaign or not, I sure

hope you all KEEP ON CLIMBIN“. See you on the rocks. Donna O Cg)
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s Thit:‘ouowing Is a sample letter as proposed by John Cheslick, Chairman of the Mountaineering Training
mmittee:;

Richard Cellarius
2439 Cresiline Dr. NW
QOlympia, WA 98502

Dear Mr. Cellarius,

As a member of the Sierra Club, | am proud to be a part of the unique work done to preserve and protect
our environment. | also participate in outings sponsored by the Club. | am angered by the Board of Directors’
recent action to cancel insurance for mountaineering. This Action will severely limit my activities with the
Sierra Club. | urge you to reconsider your action and to provide insurance for these activities.

The Sierra Club is the only organization which stresses conservation and strives to get its members
outdoors. The activities section draws many new Sierra Club members. Many of these people would not
have otherwise joined the Club. Please do not end this vital component of the Sierra Club.

| am aware that, aithough costly, insurance for mountaineering activities is available. | urge you to take the
necessary action to reinstate mountaineering insurance. | would be willing to pay a small surcharge on my
membership dues to cover the costs.

If measures are not taken to reinsure mountaineering activities, | will cancel my membership in the Sierra
Club. | would hate to do so, as | have been a member for many years. | could not, however, continue my
membership in an organization which is not sensitive to my needs.

Sincerely,

Siemra Club Member

<TQ QUE TRIF LEADERS OF 1988>

Without these regular members who hold Sierra Club Leader
Ratlings, we wouldn‘t be the RBCS. Those leaders |listed below
were scheduled cor substitute leaders for the following 1988
RCS trips January thru November 88 (lncludes cancelled RCS
tripsy:

9 Tripe: Greg Vernen.

Trips: Mlke Jelf.

Trips: Margo Koss. ;

Trips: Mike Baca and Gerry Cox.

Trips: Claude Lane.

Trips: Phil Rabichow, LeRoy Russ, and Virgll Shields.

Trips: Tony Bird, Dick DeRusha, John Gonzales, Bob

Somoano, and Emory Yount.

1 Trip: Scott Bailey, Leonard Bayless, Dave Burdett, Jim
Erb, Andy Frled, Bob Haven, Ron Hudson, Tom Jeter,
Bob Lindgren, Pat Lysgaard, Kathy Moore, Dick
Mundwiler, Karen Patterson, Dave Perkins, John
Ripley, Steve Russell, Tim REyvan, Abe Slemens, and

Alols Smrz.

0w oy

Three Cheers for John Gonzales, Ben & Sue Chapman, Phil
Rabichow and Gerry Cox who were our Class "leaders". And a
pat on the back to all you members and assoclates who came
out to teach class sessions. :

Although these two officlally didn’t lead a Igt.of trips,

they were the "leaders" for the sik-mornth leng crack glass In

Joshua Tree and probably led more than an glseg-Jim Erb
- 1' ¥

and Theresa Rutherford. Great Work!

THE MUGELNOOS k \J T —
Pat Holleman <A S

1638 6th St.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
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