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SOJOURN AT OWENS RIDGE

{vIEGIL'S-QESESSION, VIRCIL'S MISTAXKZE, VIRGIL'S MISCALCULATION,
VIRGIL'S DEFEAT, VIRGIL'S GRIM REALIZATION, VIRGIL'S LAMENT, VIRGIL'S
$ARR0WING ESCAPE, VIRGIL'S HUMILIATION. 2d.)

Well, Greg said 1t hadn't been climbed. That was one of the reas-
ons why we were hauling all this gear across severely broken terraln
on an aooroach to Cwens Peak. Another mors lmportant reason was that
T had my eye on tha¥ impressive looking dihedral on the northeast silde
of Owens Peak for two years and now Greg Vernon was aware of it also.l
(Virgll's cobsesslon. Zd.). It took virtually no effort to persuade
Ben Chapman to accompany me on what looked like a Grade 1V climb,(Nex®
time, it may take Virgll more effort-Ed.)

Being experienced at diffieult and tiring approaches, I carried an
all too heavy pack with half of 1t’'s contents @woving useless as a I'e-
sult of later miscalculations. BEen, though, appeared to take the app=-
roach lightly, as he carried a daypack while stuffing the rest of his
gear in a hand satchel.® During the five hours 1t took to r=ach the
hase of the diehedral through class 3+ terrain, I became convinced
rhat Ben was taking the opportunity To work on nis arm muscles By car-
rying that bag. as we neared the dihedral, we saw for the first time
walls which had previously been hidden by the bulk of the Cwens 3ldge
massif. Above were 500 foot walls, while alcng side us 1000+ foo%
cracks sx-ended their branches up the butiresses. We made mental
rotas to return before scant surface water 1in the reglon had teen
depleted by the relentless summer sSun. There was alsc disaopolntment.
Tha dihedral had taken on more definition as we approached and was now
considerably more broken. Ben asked 1f I would be disaprvointed 1if the
alimb turned out to be class 4, I didn't answer. We christened it
the Dihedral Gully. '

7o our chagrin, we left the last water Some 1000 feet below our
camp at the very base of the dihedral, We arrived at camp nlzh above
the creek at midday. It was shortly rhereafter that we made ocur mls-
caleculation. 2aring the fact that 1t was now 1 o'clock on a January
afternoon, and that we had no water at our camp or to take with us,
we started to elimb (Virgil's mistake-Ed.). Assumlng this climb would
be guick, and since we cculd see the top (or could wWe 71} we f=lt we'd
have So work to make 1t interesting and would find water on the way
vack down. We declded to take only cne rcpe and leave the daypacks,
pins and hammers, and carry only nuts (Virgll's miscalculation - Zd.).
RBen lad the first oltch, a slicgxk 5.7 watercnute. AL the last minute,
I decided to take 07 neadlaup.3 After vatching a broken wire with =2

piece of gymnastilc tape, I returned to the climb. After the watercnute
we roiled the rope and scrambled 5C0 feet up to the laf'ts side of a
bulge whare Wwe roped up again., I led the next nitch and was surprised
to find it 5.8. After ancheoring tn splderweb fashlon To & gseries ol
loose blocks, L graciously gave Een the lead of a nard £.8 or 5.9 fin-
zar crack. ird so the climb went, while I reconsidered our original
class 4 rating in the encroaching twilight. At one polint esarly on,
Zen's headlamp had been snagged by a bush and it's battery vack lost
(ah, cruel circumstance - Ed. ).

Ben was half a pitch above me wWhen we decided to rap (Virgll's
dafaat - Fd.). He thought we were one nitech from the top but 1t was
difficult to climb when he couldn't see, It turned out later that we

o about 400 feet from the top. From the way the wind was howling
around 1s we ¥new we'd be in for a cold bivy. Decause of the faulty

{continued on page 33



Up to the base of Left Ski Track
He marched with chalk on hand
Don't need no belay Lo climb this rock

Pace two
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JOSEUA IS THE PLACE

Chorus (tune:
Joshua 1is
Jashua 1s
Joshua 1s

ind the

Joshua f£l1t the battle of
the vlace where we climb
the pnlace where we climb
the place where we climb
rocks come toumbling down

STAN KLEIN UZPDATE

Following a three month period in a
near comatose state, an additional
minor surgery was performed on Stan
to relieve pressure in the cerebral
area, Following this surgery the pro-
gress Stan has made can only be des-
cribed as astonishing. Stan 1ls verb-
ally communicating, walking, eating
well, and is gaining strength day by
day. He 1s now allowed to go home for
a few hours a week and willl probably
be discharged from the hostital in
about s1x weeks. Stan is not guite
ready for a lot of wlsitors, but a
card or two might be appreciated.

JP

LIC ACCEPTS RCS TmAINING
IN LIEU OF LTP ROCK CHECKQUT

A current RCS proficlency card will
normally be accepted in lieu of an i
ILTP rock checkout, as will active HCS
membership in lieu of an E rock check-
out. Apply individually to the LIC
Rock Chairman, Jim Zrb. Include date
for completion of HCS tralnlng course
or acceptance as 3CS member, and an

SASE if confirmation 1s desired, JE

NEW RCS MEMBER:

The RCS welcomes James Weger to mem-
bership in the Sectlon. ME

SALLY REID RUNS FOR SIERRA CLUB Z0AdD
Long time conservation activiss and
outings leader, Sally deld 1s curr-
ently running for the National Soard
of Directors; your vote counts! IJ

WHERE WE CLIMB R0CK(by Elden Hugzhes)

Jerico)
roclk
rocik
rock

As he reached the crux the flake gave way

the dumbest climber in this land.

; A : - Thare's nothing
Ysu may talx sbout bad protecticon o

You may talk about flakes that bresk
There's nothing like climbing at Joshua
When you maks a dumb mistaks,

The rest of us will

Judge Parker

Upon the ground he hit.

His final words are often quoted,

He was heard to say, "Oh, shict”

You may talk abtout the rock at Stoney

at dubldoux
like climbing at Joshua
Tip Toe.

You may clinmb

o
or

in Peae Wee

You may smear your way up Headstone

You may Jjam crack up the Bong
drink our wine
for this =sonzs.

By Harceid Le Doux

And nmake varses

MR GEESELTHIS IS | MAME IS A4

mmsxmnm#p|hﬂuarﬂumm
F | LRE A OIS OF
|| S BxPERTSI

i

BT I CAMT

EVEM BE
CONMSIDERED

A BESIMNER |

| SREAT! THERE™S MOTHIMNG I
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SOJOUAN AT OWENS RIDGE ( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 78
wire, I treated my headlamp like crystal, knowing that it's demise
meant our bivouac, (Virgil's grim realizatlon. This is certainly high
drama, as the fate of the party dangles precariously by one thin,
faulty,taped wire! Ed.). Since most of the chosen descent line was
amazingly free of good cracks, I lamented having left our hammers and
pins in camo (Virgll's lament - Ed.,). This neglect forced me to spend
several hours of gardening and setting up multibush rappel anchors.,
It's always amazing how much different the terrain looks by headlamp
than 1t does by daylight. Throughout most of the rappel Wwe Wwsere con-
tinually fascinated by the shower of sparks emitted from our raopel
devices in the dry air. Filnally we reached the ground and a dry camp
(Virgil's harrowing escape - Ed.). Belng throughly thrashed, we didn't
sasarch for water, although as it turned out such a trip in darkness
would have been without results and probably fatal. I'm not sure who
was in better shape, ourselves or the dog. Oh, did I forget the dog ?
That dog which followed us from our car through the most broken ter-
rain, climbed trees with us, amazingly appeared on top of every wall
we scrambled over on our approach; a dog which was only stopped short
by the slick waterchute on the first pitch of our climb.

The two hour water run the next morning left us thrashed with no
desire to go back up and finish our climb (Virgil's humiliation - Ed.)
As Wwe laft, we descended the left side of the canyon. This side would
probably take an hour off the aporoach. From what we had completed of
the climb, we rate it at least III, 5.9. There are also many other
possibilities on the buttresses which form the dihedral lncluding some
peautiful aid linss. Alsc, the buttress across from the dihedral and
completely obscured by Cwens dldge remended one of the walls above
Wwhitney Portal, although on a slightly smaller scale. 3ut for this
outing we were only concerned with getting our packs permanently off
our backs which we did several hours later at the Grapevine Aanch.

r 4 -
We also sald goodby to the deg. Virgil Shields

Fditor's Footnotes:

1. ah, competition for a first ascent sends hormones raglng through
the blood of a true 'hard man', wno, consumed with lust for the virgin
route, looses all capaclty for logical planning and preparation, and
instead rushes pell mell into the jaws of fate | One is reminded here
of Sdward Whymper's party and that of Jean-antoine Carrel, racing ud
covosite rldges of the then unclimbed Matterhorn in 1865 (see Men and
the Matterhorn, by Gaston Iebuffat.).

2. Teamed with Virgil, Ben thinks the approach march 1ls zolng to bte
like walking to a pilcnic??? He hasn't been reading Mugelnocs tfor the
last 5 years!

3. Incredible 1isn't 1t, that after all these years of exploits, Virgil
should still consider taking a flashlight on his climbs teo be an option
rather than a given! FHe would do well to have a headlamp nerminantly
emplanted in his forehead.

HESCUE - FIZST AID SEMINAR - FOSSIL FALLS

The word was quality. Quality partieipants and quality instructors, 41
in all, who assemblsed at Fossil Falls February 11 & 12 for the Improvised
Jescue and Mountainsering First Ald Seminar. Around $4M, Dlann fFried and
Marzo showed up towing the ‘port a pottys! mueh to everyone's rellal !
After that, participants were troken down into & teams which stayed toge-
=har both days undser the able leadership of Dave EBurdett, Jlm Zrb z iner-
ssa sutherford, Greg Vernon, Greg Stevens, Don Havens &« oSob Somcanc, and
Shuck Youngberg. Saturday morning's actlvities were kicked ot't with a
demonstration by China Laks Search and Aescue on rigging a otokss litter
and lowering a victim and attendent down a 70 foot cllff Tace. The &
particlpant teams then dld the same thing w7ith their own personnel and
eguivment, with the China Lake people helping to supervise. The rest of
the day was spent oracticing other eXxerclses lnecludling; improvised stret-
aners % carries, lowering down a cliff in a triple bowline robs seat and
'olgzyback' in a split rope carry imporovTised Trag=sitz, heolsting up a
cl11ff wish a Z pully system, and simulated river crossing techniques, T
amphasis was on accomplishing all of thils using only equipment normally
carried by mountaineers, l.e. ropes, sarabiners, slings, chocks & prussik
loons,

he

| Cantinued on DagLe &)
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RESCUZ - FIRST AID SEMINAR - FOSSIL FALLS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

The campofire Saturday night was memorable on all counts, so much so that
the gourmet diners among us,out chasing lobster tails at Indian Wells,made
a big mistake ! The real actlon was around the campfire, with Greg Steve-
ns strummin on the ole banjo and songwriter guitarist Elden Hughes plunkin
away. These two great balladeers mellowed us out for hours., There was
something for everyone, ranging from SWING LOW SWEET CHAHRIQOT all the way
down to the infamous XXX rated BALLAD OF DIAMOND LIL. The audlience knew
we wers in for something special before the latter, as Patty Carpenter,
sitting next to Elden, clamped her hand over his mouth upon hearing the
first few bars of melody and tried to hustle him away from the campfire.
Popular opinion prevalled, however, and Elden got to sing us thls number,
whose lyrics would make a gszilor blush, and had the chauvinist plgs ameng
us oinking with approval as Lil finally met her match in the personage of
Pisspot Pete | There was,of course, the obligatory GORY, GOsY HALLELUJAH
but the smash climbing song hit of the avening was an orlgl gomnesi-
tion by Elden entitled JOSHUA IS THE PLACE WHERE WE CLIME R0CK. The drink-
ing scene at the campflre was top notch too, as the wine bottles were pass-
ed around at a record breaking clip. No sooner had one taken a swig from
the jug, than it was back 1in his/her hands agaln, having made a complete
circuit around the campfire before you could sSo mich as hiccup | The wine
was mostly the standard rotgut swill so familiar to us all, but a bottle
af really good stuff came around a couple of times. Mary Gygax, gilven the
choice, actually oreferred the swill (nard core, sh 7). The whole scene
was flowing so compellingly, that even our astensible teatotelers gzot Into
the spiriti{s) of the thing (ohotographic evidence forthcoming): altogether
a magnificent campfire tit

Saturday night was cold, but the Sunday sun greeted us with cloudless skles
and windless balmy weather for our Mountaineering First Aild day. The First
A1d staff consisted of Greg Stevens (paramedic, LA Fire Dept.), Theresa
qutherford (Registered Nuree), Leddy French (Registered Nurse, and ARC
idvanced First Aid Instructor), and Art Smart (ARC First Aid Instructor).
Participants practiced many aspects of mountalneering First Aid, and Leddy's
wall thought out accldent scenerios involved the teams in the total decislion
making process of accldent responae. Theresa gave a theatrical and dramatlic
(rivaling the death scene from Otello) plea for the importance of TLC and
sositive rapport between victim and First Alder. One of the staff commen-—
ted that she had heard the following words uttered wichin sarshot of an
accident victim - " Ch God ! The bastard's gonta dle !" Gureg brought us

all un to date on the latest in supplies for a perscnal mountaineering
Tirst Ald kit, and distributed some samples to the participants. He also
volunteered to reorganize and resupply the ACS Group First Aid kits. There
were a lot of vizorous questions and answers all day long, which the statt
handled with aplomb, obviocusly holding the respect of the particlpants

with thelr knowledge and experience. The seminar broke up at 4 2i Sunday
with not enought time to practice everything, but how much time is ever
enough for a subject like this ?

In summary, L believe thils seminar and the previous Improvised descue
seminar on 16 October,l983 has been a terrific learning experience for a
all concerned., Statlsticly, within the last 4 months we have given (=1e]
different peocle 'hands on’ practice in these technigues (% people attendead
both seminars). Of these, 45 nad RCS affiliations, being elther members
or Proficlency Card holders. There is a tremendous demand for gdvanced
training, as I found in having to turn away 17 people for lack of svace
(wnile accepting 35) for the October 16 seminar at 3ubidoux. Only one
weel after the nubidoux seminar, Stan K1line (who himself attended it ) took
a long leader fall at Big 3ock, needed First Aid and a technlcal rescue
off a ledge, Talking later at the accident scene with Andy Fried, we con-
ceived the project of another Zescue Seminar combined with litter lower
and mountaineering First Ald in the {mmediate future, Stan's fall was the
catalyst, and as a direct result, 41 peonle now have additicnal accldent
response skills to what they had belfore. The seminar at Feossil ralis ls
dedicated to 3tan, as I told the particlpants Sunday Morning. Wwell, that's
the account; an uproarlious campf ire sandwiched betwesn no nonsense training
in lifesaving technlgues. Sometcimes 1t can get heavy: I wore a Goot'y nat
1=

and Theresa a funny nose to lighten things ubp. That's the way it was, and

that's the way it is. .
; Tom Jeter
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AN OBJECTION

At the February Mugelnoos meeting, a slide show was presented
by a commercial ski touring company. Flyers were distributed by
the Ski Mountaineers in January to advertise this show, presumably
printed and paid for Dy the Section. While the speaker was
preparing his projection equipment, a clip board was passed through
the audience so that names could be added to the company's mailing
list, and a catalog of ski tours and climbing trips was handed out.
The slide show included numerous photographs of the speaker and his
wife and various ski tours that the firm offered for a price. After
the half-hour show, the speaker answered questions on the tours
and climbs, and then said "Ski Heil" as he left for the airpcort.

He had travelled from Donner Summit to Los Angeles just for this
show.

My objection is that the Ski Mountaineers paid him §75.00 for
all of this advertising. The Section may have even paid tor his
travelling expenses, but I am not sure of this. Why pay somecmne
$75.00 to advertise their business when we get nothing in returm,
except for their advartising?

I believe that it would have been more appropriate for the
SM5 to charge him $75.00 to advertise his business. The money
could be placed in the Section's account so that we could build
an SMS first aid kit, subsidize the Mugelnoos, to pay for postage
to remind leaders that it is time to p%an outings, to help replace
a missing litter at Tahquitz or Suicide, or make a donation to the
RCS equipment fund, the Friends of the Angeles Chapter, or a rescue
team. That $75.00 would have helped pay the printing bill for the
recently held rescue seminar. These are all worthwhile activities
and they deserve support. It makes no sense for the Ski Mountaineers
to pay someone to publicize their business. R.J. Secor

LONE PINE PEAK - WINTER ROUTE 1IV,5.7 (Al)

In beautiful,sunoy and cold Jaouary weather,Bill Erause,Miguel Rodriguez

and I attempted and on seccnd try completed,the winter mountainesring

route on Lone Pine Pesk, The route was first climbed in March 1970 by

Galen Rowell and Chris Jones.Judging from the summit register and the clean

gtata of the rock,it has seldom been repeatad.The route follows a wide,

broken gully in the right center of the south face of LPP.After about 1000 feat

15 gained,a steeper,narrower gully shoots upward.Another 1000ft of snow,slabby

rock and low angle frozen snow ends im a pitch of verglas and ice coated

rock going up at 70" or more.The: skyline notch is reached and a 60ft rappel

tp the left follows.S3ix pitches of clean,solid granite, mostly 5.3-5.6 with

one pitch of "Friend™ protected 5.7 crack enda on the long summit plateau,

about a mile from the summit.The long smow walk to the summit is worth the

effort as the view of Mt.Whitney,The Keller/Day Needles and Mt.Corcoran

is awesome...... -

Bill and I attempted this route on January 8th in one long dav(1l8 hours

of walking and climbing) .Due to the ddep’ snow and the difficult approach,

our attempt ended om: the first{S,?)pit%h of the upper rock face.We rapelled

and downclimbed the route as we had no,bivouac gear and simply couldn’t risk

running out of daylight. 1 .

Week later,January 14,15,16 Miguel and'I decided to go back,Bill having

prior commitment of fun filled skiing weekend.We toock an extra day off,

each one of us having failed on Lone Pine Peak already.lt was a zood

decision.The first day ended below the 70 degree iece.We chopped a nice platform

in a 40" slope,pulled our sleeping bags out and settled into a 14 houz-night.

Morning found us debating whether to turn back as about 2 inches of fresh

snow were covering the rock face.But sun came out at about 8AM and dried the
_____ rock.We pulled our ice tools out,put crampons on and climbed the beautiful and
" steep ice pitch.The reck climbing on the upper facewas noC easy with _

the 20 pound pa ks-nn'&mr backs,but we reached the top at 3pm.I should add

. that we had tﬂséﬁ a smf:n:t tension traverse for aid om the &4th piteh.It allowed

us to reach easier climbing on a rib to the right of us.Second night was spent

cosscgn’ tHe“summit plateau in gpbzero temperatures and in strong wiand.Morning
brought late start{9am),easy walk,summit pictures, than down,down,down.
In 3 hours we were by our car having run down the east slopes of the mountain.

The Sierra Nevada have very few alpine type climbs for aspiring alpinists

to practice their sport on.However, there are some challenging exceptions and

fhis route is one of them.It is long( 2800 feet?),it has very tough approach
(Manzanita filled hell-Shields/Friedberg,Mugelnoos June 82) ,the gullies have

deep snow as well as ice.The ice pitch is probably seasonal ,but very steep.

The rock pitches are none tog easy,but not overly difficult...

I would recommend this climb fully as a melti day trip( going to the summit),

or as a2 late winter,ome day "tour de force® for a solid,strong party. Alois Smrz.
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Pear lLake
February 18-20, 1984

Seven patriotic individuals helped founding father, George,
celebrate his two hundred and fifty second brithday by skiing,
in spite of rangers' omnious warnings ol extreme avalanche
danger, into the Pear Lake Hut. Since the leaders' last foray
into this snug fortress, several changes of consequence have
occurred:

Probably in deference To avalanche hazard on the firnal
traverse east of Aster Lake, the rangers nave rerouted the
trail; it now cuts north of Aster Lake and taen follows tkhe
drainage up to the hut, thereby allowing skiers to avoid
the precipitous ridge south of ths nut.

A warmly received izprovement is the installation of a
sawdust compost-solar operated john. Readers interested
in the mechanics of its operation will have to seek explan=-
ation from an ecologist. In the past skiers had to lug un=-
esthetic honey buckets outside when they filled. They un-
doubtedly will appreciate the shinning poreclain toilet that
replaced them with the new system.

Stoves asre in tne hut for users' convenience. All tzat
skiers need 3o bring in lieu of their white gas stoves (which
are no longer permitted in the hut) is a Coleman standard
fuel cylinder (#94230).

One recommendation to the rangers would be To address the
roblem of late starts. Skiers still have to wais until
.00 4.M. for the station to open in order %o obtain toeir
ermit.

Tae hut was filled both nights with two groups from L.A. and
two from San Prancisco. Since it was uncertain the first nigni
whether our group (which had a reservation IfoT Sunday only)
would be able to sleep inside, we carried in tenits and set
them up in anticipation of being sunpmarily Lorced out with the
late arrival of a large pariy with priority. As it turned out,
they were daunted by the avalanche warning, leaving rocam in-
side for us. Nonethelsss, llacho llan OQRANW CHARTSON and FRIZDRICH
STRAUB chose to sleep out in 13% -cold Saturday, and FPRIZDRICH,
in an atavistic display of primitive durabilizy or feeble-
mindedness (readers, taxe your »ick), actually slept out B0TI
nights.

The storm that ushered our arrival left g=8" of powder which
proved to be z telemarker's wet dream. All parszicipants
successTully linked turns in the cirque above the hut. JANE
OTARK and FRIZDRICH were S000000C000 impressive that tae
leaders granted both their SHS proficiency sign=-off {POWERS
TEAT BE: Are we authorizedi.gnd jeve you taken note?). .

Qurs was a strong group with leader TOM DURYZA and participant
PETER MATULAVICH skiing agréssively, but alpine equipped ORAN
paralleled circles around the party on the way dut. BOB
CRAWFORD, who had exercisedpjudgment and opted to sxi the
Wolverton ares because of tke avalanche warnings, was iIn the
narking lot toc greet us on our returi.

Tris leader was reminded once agzain to screen trip applicanis
more selectively to avoid being the clumsiest s<er on e triv.

George would be pleased with Sae good time we had in hi
honor, Mary Gygax ;
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