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SALDY LUD SUVIVAS FIRZ

- ZARELYL

The Thanksgiving week forest fires did much publisized damage to sev-
eral areas of Southern California. Receiving no publicity, however,
was what was happenning in Upper San Antonio Canyon of the- Mt Baldy
area fire. At first there was no danger to our beloved ski hut, lo- -
cated just below timberline at about 8,500' in the northeast corner
of Upper San Antonio Canyon. The Thunder ltn Fire, as it was called,
w_s several miles to the south, and burning away from the hut location.
Then, at the last minute a wind shift suddenly threatened lower San
Antonio  Canyon, then Icehouse Janyon (where several cabins were lost),
then a "hot-shot crew" was rushed up to Snowcrest Lodsze where quick
felling of some trees and other critical défensive actionssaved the
Sierra Club Harwood Lodge. ' o o
Zyes turned northward, looking up the east slopes of Upper San Antonic
Canyon: the whole area was ablaze. Hope for survival of the tiny hut
perched in the center of the inferno was extremely dim. After the en-
tire episode ended, heavy hearted members of the Ski fut Management
Committee proceeded to survey the damage. John iWedbers first flew
over Baldy, swooping low down the canyon, and returned with.a startlin;
report: the Baldy Jut was still standing! The area all around was
charred, but the .iut was still. there. Jim Powers went up on foot and .
reported both outhouses gone andthe “vezetation below the hut burned, ..
but the Hut itself andthe trees to the north and west untouched. Ap-
parently the Hdut's metal roof, plus a wind shift {(probably strong cur-
rents blowing down from the Devils Backbone area) saved the structure.
The fire roared easterly, climbing Mt darwood's west flank before run-
ning out of fuel on its sparsely covered upper slope. That our hut is
still there is nothing short of a miracle.

The San Antonio Ski -ut Management Committee wishes to. make this an-
nouncement: The 3aldy dut is CLOSED FOR Tdf SIAS0d. with no .sanitary
facilities, no overnizht accomodations can be afforded until at least
one of the outhouses can be rebuilt. Continue to stay:in touch with
John Wedberg for possible one-day tours on saldy this syring. Having
said all of the above, now let me hold out a ray of hope: If énough
volunteers come forth in the next few weeks to haul supplies and help
in the construction, the Baldy Hut might yet be reopened in time for
some trips starting in January. Contact John wedberg 472-5768 (before
8:00 Pl: please) to lend your services. ; ' . (Jur)

R C_ S ANS0ULICES TRATSTHS Q;ASSES

- The followingAdétes'are announced for practice climbs at which
RC3 gqualified instructors will be present for formalized: training
. sessions for beginning rock climbers: ‘ : o ‘

LOCATION

- DATES e
Jan 10, 1981 3tony Point (Chatsworth)
Jan 25, 1981 Stony Point ' ,

“feb 7, 1981 Stony Point N -
feb 22, 1981 Jubidoux ( tiverside)
ar 8 , 1981 - lubidoux - _ '
- dar 21, 1981 #® Fossil Falls (Little Lake)
Cuar 22, 1981 #* "~ Possil Falls - o
o #% -- Bus trip for students -

Starting time: Students 8:30 Al, instructors 7:30 AM '
‘The success of our training program depends on the support of R®CS3..
" meémbers and other gualified instructors. Your continuing support

will be appreciated. a - 4 (L)
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LUSELA00S SIASS | JOSIUA TRRE :
;@DITO\ AU, John ledberg The annual J. Tree snowstorm was de-
PUGALGAPAER . . . . still looking| layed this year.so we had fine wea-
PUGILEALLEL w0 W e o Jove ienke§ ther for our Thanksgiving weekend
GPORTER3: - Steve .ilkie, Leloy Rusg climb., Fany thanks %o Jim Zrb for
Don Pies, Jim licPherson, ‘Tom filling in as trip leader on Fri
Juryea, sarbara Lilley, R-D' ivelynand assistant leader on-Sat.
q?mk e L — 'Sat was the most active day with
ABXT E0ITO0R ;5 g.Lb“Cgﬁna 28 climbers signing in and 22 rtes
' B 5 g as 9110$ being climbed, ‘includingthe infa-
- (%i%)e$35 5520 mous waterchute. on Intersection
x” IDbU Tan 207 1981 Rock (3réz Stevens & Paul: Jarris).
3 Al 1
D*ADLIN* . Jednesday, Jan 14| The prize for the ou31est weekend:

YU3ILS00S MEATINGS:  3rd Tues of ea
morith, 7:30 kM, Dept of :ater «

Power aud, 111 ¥ .ope, downtown LA
free parklncr Program, refreshmts,

.-fellowship. Everyone welcomell For

ski mntre eqpmt talkL come % 73 :00.

———

- L AL & = 00 A J ,
Dec 28 - Local Skl Tour - Secor
Janiz-w_ ' mS Avalance. semlnar
Jan‘1?~18 Skl:.nfr @ Wammoth, checkou
Jan 20 -_'MUJHLNOOS mEEfING
Jan_lo _Practlce rg%gnﬁlfglﬁt
Jan 25 Practice rock climb,
SR - . Stony Point
Jan 24 25 Sﬁb 3ki trairing, Keller

Jan cam

31-Feb 1. SkS Ski training,
wE.S ACS If,EI‘TJr_‘.R '
Jokn Peters
2131 Valley Dr
Banhattan Beach 90260
"(213) 379-9522

- zoes to tiike 3

ca & John Conrad who
dld “lack Tide, Double Dip, The
‘Flake, Overhang Bypass, 1eadstone,
and Tie Jam on-Sat & Sun (KFike had
warmed up >n North Overhang & the
Bat Crack on Fri). ITamn:Lynn led
the watercourse Sun evening and

got credit for a rescue on the
Southeagt corner route in .process.
We nhad the larsest campsight re-
served at- Sheep Pags but still ov~
terfilled its parkinglot. Fortunate-
ly the rangers were busy elsewhere
both evenings. -Nemt year we should
try to reserve two sights.

Jane Clark sprained her’ ankle in
a leader fall Sat AW, "Andy Fried-
took her in to Joshua Tree to have:
it X-rayed and she was back in cp
3at night. farly acctg of the fall
were sketchy but after a few cups
of wine around the campflre the de-
$ails began to get filled in. The
flwz is almuch abbrev1ated summary
It

N&1-3CS QUALIFIED LEADERS
_ Tom Jeéter .
_Jim McPherson
Paul Forrill:
Greg Stevens

1 ag best I can remember it.

"geems the crux of the climb (almost
certainly .a lst ascent) involved a

15.11 overhang at least 30 £t from

her 1ast protection. - There was_'
some ‘mention of an earthquake while
“she was making the crux move which

SmS OSTRAADER SKL TRIPS

Due to scheduling problems, the two
ski tours to the Ostrander dut have
been‘changed'as follows: .

was actually the cause’ of the fall.
Tre fall was broken when she landed
on a palr of .mating chuckwallas,
thereby escaping more serious in-’
jury (it wasn't clear' what happen-
ned to the chuckwallas) (JI)

014 date: Jan 10-11
- vew date:  Feb 21-22
- 01d. date:s Feb 7-9 .-
New date: Ffeb 21-22

Contact Tom Duryea for further infq
11441 Asher St #62
Bl Fonte 91732
(213) 448-5373 (home)
686-1612 (work)

A SUG3ESTION.- Cont'd

members ‘will be 1mmed1ately ‘aware
if they have been overlooked and
can contact the Election Commlttee
for their ballots.

It may be interesting to note
that a record 22 3NS members,. in-
~cluding five recently active qual-
ified leaders, did indeed not re-

A SUGQESTIOM"

new their Mugelnoos subseriptions/
SiS membershlp for 1980. (BJL)

To help reduce future errors and mis
understandings revardlnp ‘SMS member-
ship it is suﬂﬁested that +the prac-
tice of malllng the 3KS Membership
Directory with an issue. of iugelnoos
be resumed. This would he more econ-
omical as well. In the case of elec-
tions the new SMS by-laws gpecifi-
cally require that ballots for SHS
elections be mailed with the March’
issue of Mugelnoos, and. thus

= {cont'd)

Cwm

LIAT'S WEW AT MAMEOTSE FOR *80-81

PR TN T L s
New thls season at Mammoth Mountain
are two new chairs, ,rZO and 21.

#20 parallels #4%, and #21 parallels
#10." The operator at the top of 21
will be able to check on activities
at the bottom thru a closed circuit
TV setup. . Also. new for this season
will be a limitation on the number
of 1ift tickets sold;. they're talk-

ing about 15,000 per day limit.
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(In response to concern’ expressed by “the 3C3 that there appears
to be more rock fall accidents 1nvolv1nv beﬂlnners than sea-
soned climbers, the Trainihz Manual will be revised to include
a dlscu331on of this subaeet. TMe following copy of this new
revision is published 1n Yugelnoos: to serve as a safety re-
minder.) . :

Climbing in areas with loose. rock presents =z potehtially-dis-
astrous situation. Nevertheless, experienced climbers who exercise
the proper precautions may climb in these areas with a reasonable
level of safety.

Jirst, climb with the basic idea. you will not knock any rocks
loose, even when no one is below. lext, find all 11 loose rocks with
your eyes and hands before your feet flnd them. =it flakes with the
butt of your hand and avoid DulllnCr on 1ollow soundlne ones. Do not
assume a block will happily resist your tuzg because it is big and has
probably sat there forever. uhen taere is no alternative but to climb
on obviously loose rock,,all hand and foét placements must be made in
a manner to push. the rock into its Qaturally 1ocked position. While
traveling across, thege loose areas, direct belay ropes and rappel
ropes to aveid dislodging additional rocks.

If your partner above yells, "Rocki" on a steep flfth class route,
protect yourself the best you can but do not look up. -¥ore gradual
third and fourth class climbs break the speed of rocks and allow the
climber time to-look out for rocks and more from their path. If the
81tuat10n has been judzed that the helayer has a higher chance of be-
inz hit by a falling rock than the climber takinz a fall, a slack an-
chor may be warranted to give the belayer freedom to dodge rocks. Of
course aelmets are zood practice, but they are-usually. needed when
someone “1as qot heen careful. (DP)

‘MO{L o5 TIE ALDY ?”T

bt

(38 note: DIhis space was reserved for 1listing the 1981 - -
© Mugeleditors,. but the Curistmas:.mail failed
to reach us by deadline; thus, we are happy
for this opportunity to present Steve Wilkie's
. comments about the recent forest flre )

It seems a miracle, but the: San Antonlo Skl vt 1s still in-
tact after a forest fire dirven by 90 MNP w1nds swept down
through. the area. :3o0th of the outdoor privies were-consumed
by the fire. The pine covered flat nortawest of the hut is
scarcely touched, but the hollow southeast of the hut suf-
fered a very 1ntense burn due no doubt to-gasoline fed flames
from the burning toilet belng driven down the slope by the wind.
All of the younger trees in the "ollow and on the ridze south of
the hut 1ave been reduced to flre blackened skeletons. &ven
the rocks are blackened. The huge fir tree just south of the
hut has all the needles burned off the uphill side, and the
rest of the needles are scorched to- a dirty straw color.

The large tree south of the front of the hut which was hollow
or rotted w1ta1n, burned 1n31de untll it fell.

It was noted that the kltenen dabinet was llttered w1th ashes
blown in around the window sash. ‘Alsc there was 'a curious.
wavy crack in the glass believed to have been caused by’ expan-
sion due to the heat of the- fire:' Poking about-in the ruins
it was discovered that the cans of gasollne stored in- the
privy had not exploded; because the pouring spouts were only
soldered on, so that as ~the neat of the fire melted the solder,
the spout and its screw cap came loose, relieving the pressure.

for reasonsg of sanitation the hut is closed. to use until a new
prlvy can be built. To save time, @11 materials for a new toilet
will be cut to size down in the valléy so that they will bhe :
ready to nall together as soon as they arrlve at the hut locatlon.e

,In addition. to- Medberg s. number noted in the Page 1 artlcle, the
Chairman of the djut ﬂanauement Committee is Jim Powers, who now
lives in Sierra Madre. .iis number.is (213) 335-7462, ~(sSW)
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"A'LESSON_;N"DOTN CLINBING

3ome of us have the strangest‘adventures,while on verti-
cal terrain. This one may be of interest fo you. «dhile
some of the 10S'ers were whoopinz it up at the 1G53 Ccto-
berfest, three of us decided to take on the White Maiden's
Hdalkaway. : ‘ .-

.wnile eating lunch at. the top of the Northwest Buttress,

a passin= climber, Dick 3ikes, whom many of you know,
graciously described a section >f the route I couldn't -
remember. Along with his route description, we heard
stories about climbers getting lost on the Maiden. We .
needed that. :

Our adventure started when I was at the top of the 6th

pitch (between ~l- and -5~ on the topo map) and diana

&sch was anchored to that big tree just above "Doubtful
Corner" below me. She was: belaylnr our 3rd c¢limber who

 _Was coming up the chute just below the traverse when he

announced that he could not climb any further. Je could:
not see him; noy would we have been able to haul him up- -
and across the traverse., In his fear he forgot how to
prussic up a rope. 3ince it was 4 M we decided‘to
abort the climb. '

Cur first task was to get our tqorouvhly frlvhtened
climber down to. the next belay stance. Toward that end,
Diana tied off the other climber while I down climbed to
her using a gelf-belay technique. This consisted of pas—
sing my rope thru an anchor just above me and comnecting
a prussic sling from my seat harness to the rope between
the anchor and Diana. Then as i descended, 1. s1id the
prussic down the rope. «hen I ran out of available rope,
I anchored in, pulled the rope thru the anchor above me
and repeated the process. In this manner I was able fo
descend very rapidly. The disadvantage, of course, 'is
that. one must leave those self-belay anchors up there.

Once T got to Dlana, our other climber had calmed down
somewhat and we were able to:belay (lower) him down to
the ledze below. After Diana overcame her own fear,
crossed the traverse and descended'the chute to the
ledge, I zipped down that pitch using my self-belay.
Since this pitch has a 10-foot traverse, 1 placed a
chock at the corher above the ¢hute and passed my end
of the belay thru it to discourasze a p0351b1e pendulum
onto the sheer face to our left.

.. For the next two pitches the other two cllmbers were

. well anchored to the belay points, so we tied the two

. ropes together and I was able to use the self-belay in
one pass. I found that I had to use a .second sling to

pass around the junction of the two ropes when it came
by me. .

At this time it was pitch dark. iowever, havingz remem-
bered my fast Lark adventure, I had an Zarly #inters
flashlite with me. {(Diana now believes everyone should .
carry one at Panqult .} Using it, we rappelled down the
face, bypassing the fast two pltches. with an intermed-
iate stop at a nondescript ledze with a rather nice tree
on it. As I stepped out of. the rappell brake I noticed
the time: 7:30 Pi. e had descended & pitches in about
half the time we had taken to climb them. 3By using the

'self-belay technique, we avoided becoming another group

of climbers getting lost on the Kaiden. . - (3PD)

Tz {I { COST QF CLI¥ T35 -~ 30 YSARS AGO

The follow1ng is from the book, "You're Standing On ¥y Fingersi{™, by

d.

sarren -Lewis., It attempts to explain climbing to the general pub-

lic, but inadvertantly also includes this lesson in economics:

For the year 19569-70, the dozen basic items total MOQ.

rountaineering boots, 335 Fframe pack, 40 2-man tent, lOQ

Down sleeping bag 580 Foam pad, .10 Stove & “as, »15

120' rope, ?/léths, $25 .iard hat, +15 Pitons & hammer, 20
5 biners, slings 20 Ice ax »20 Crampons & straps :20

{f TN



