¥ew. 0 Branen ILikrar. in Soutiern California

.. drs. Arel Lrb aas d.natcd her husband's cxtensive collection of mountain=
cering literzcture to the American- ilpine Club in his memory. (H e was killed in
1976-while rcturning from a summit attceupt om Dunagiri in India.) The collcction
is housed at the Malibu County Library, locoted in the County Courthouse complex
across from the Malibu Colony, Library hours arc 10 A,M, to '8 P.ii., Tucsdays
thru Thursda; s, 10.A.l. to 6 P.M. on I'riday and 10 A.M. to 5 P.i. on Saturdays.

- The collcction includcs approximately twelve shcelves of ilorth dAmerican
mounteincering literature, eight shelves devoied to climbing literature from the
Alps, turce saelves on vreat Britain, six on the Himalayas, onc shelf for the
Andes, onc for Jopan and Wlew Zealand, and onc for ilorway and Africa,

Also included are two shelves of instructional books on climbing, one shelf
of fiction, four on caving, four on canocing and wildcrnecss travel and two shelves
of volumes of mountaincering and alpinc photos (such as the Jierra Club scries).
In addition there are ncarly-comslcte sets of The Alpine journal (s nce 1963),
the Amcrican Alpine Club Journal, canadian Alpinc Club Journal, sicrra Club
Bullctin, lguntain Yorld, liazama Bulletin, Appalachia, The liountainccrs Journal,
Loek & Folly, Summit and other publications, There is also a large topographic

op collcction of North imerican ranges, (from AAC Vewsy fir. 1979)

BIG ROCK CLIiB -

BEipht RCS members-and 26 studc®s braved the smog during the Lake Perris
ceclebration of Clem Adir Wecks Our climbers laid scige to the roek and established
continuous rope chains on the eosier routes of the moin foce. Other routes
vere done by smaller partics, and in spitc of the congestion ond some waiting,
most people secmed to do cnough elimbing, The day cnded with a housewarming
party put on by student Bob Coswell, (BL)

SAFITY TEST - iay 6

The small turnout for this test ot St ne, Point was probably due to the gas
shortage. Tatuy Crondall md Bill Tcllcghan both passed the test. Those not .
passed geucrally had problems with rappel end prussik, One person, became SO
cotangled that it was necessary Lo cut a2 new perlon rope to avoid o possible
fotality. It is expected that he will become:an cxuert on this aspect of
climbing safety .before the sext test, having now become highly motivated.

The next safety test 7ill be in September,

leﬂTRUﬂES'FOR HOT CHEEK TO BEGId JUNE 1

tiot Creek will be monaged under ncw rules and emphasis by the l'orcst Service
starting June 1, Incidences of deathcs, injuries and site damage prompted the
assessment and sclecbron of o coursc of action.

Daytime use, including bathing in the wara pools, will be alloved to
continue, but under closcr sup.rvision of the lorust Survice. The restrictions
being newly imposed or given renewed emphasis include: Wight time use, betucen
sunsct and sunrise, 1ill be prohikited. - intcr timc uses, ge.crally from
Deeember 1 to april 1, +ill not be pernditted. ‘hen the oarca is closced, no one
will be permitted.within the arca. -Camping anyuhcre in tae arca will not be
2lloved, There are a varict); of campgrounds within a few wiles. -Fires, cxcept
stoves in vehicles, will not be allotd, L

Suggestions for changes that will allow greater usc of Hot Creck bub i th
protcction of users will be welcomed. The Forest Scrvicc contacts arc the
District Ranger at :ammotii Hanger Station or Information Officer, Inyo wational
Foresh, Bishop, (exccrpts for article in Inyo Register, iay 10, 1979)

16, S HOTLINE" 1-800-L62-5576

Call this toll frce wumber to find out firsthand information about gasoline
availability along U.S. 395 in the Inyo and tono Counties. -
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NEXT

MUGELNOOS MEZTINGS: Third Tuesdays of
each month, 7:30 Fi, Dept of Water &
Pur. Bldg., 111 N, Hope St.,dountoun L.A
Free parlkdng. Program, refrcshments,
announcements, conversation, Climbecrs,
skiers, guests, all welcome.

B

CAILENDAR
RCS Scheduled Trips

June 30-July L - Palisades
M.Cole/F. ing
(i1.C.-(213)391-5555)
July 9-10 = Tahquitz
L.Russ/D, Burdett
(213) 295-9703
July 17 - Muglenoos Meeting
Movie - Fitzroy Mtn,(in Pata-
gonia starring Chouinard,Jonesj
Tompkins and Dorworth)
July 21-22-1t, Goode |
' D. Mundwiler/T. Ryan

MEMDERSHIP APPLICATIONS

The Safety Committee has received and
reviewed membership applications from |
the following persons: Paul Harris, i
Ruth Carter, ilathon John and Russell
Kirkpatrick,

Anyone wishing to comment on the
climbing safety of any of the above !
should send their letters to Andy Fried,?
538 ¥, Bronson ive., L.A,,CAs 9000k, |
: (AF) |

A NEW STRAKA IS BORi

Born to former RCS members, Bill md
Barbara Straka, in Washington, D.C. on
liay 18¢--William Charles III, (1)

NEW SKI 1OUNTAINEER - YWELGOIE

Tom Duryea

1101 Asher, 62

El Monte, CA 91732
Phone: (213) LL8-5373

SMS Memorial Day Activities
Although the scheduled tour was can- |
celled by the leaders, would-bec partici-
pants found skiing in Robinson Basin 1
(continuous snow but mushy due to rucen@
roins) and the north side of Mt.Baldy

i appcar more mature,

BETTER ILATE T:AN NEVIR

As chairmman of thc training committee,

I would like thank all of the RCS
instructors for their hard work,diligence,
and patience. What with howling sand
storms, continuous bad weather and a
leader who deserted you on the last
session (of course, for fame and fortunel),
there was always a group of instructors
who showed up in good spirits and a
willingness to work,

The night before caech session, as my
anxicty grew to new proportions, I
wondered---would any instructors shou
and why do they do it? The first ques-
tion you answered (you showed!)and thc
latter---you can only ansver for youre
selves,

- It appears from the recent trips that

we have a fine group of student climbers.

I greatly cnjoyed working with the

students and hopefully, I'll have a chmce

to work with them as a fellow RCS %ﬂnber.
C

SMS DIRICTORY

The 1979 Ski Mountaineers Directory
will be moiled to current members with
this issue of iiugelnoos. Former members
who resubscribe to HMugelnoos are re=-
minded they must apply to the Secrctary
for reinstatement, It will apply in the
new MAlpine Ski Touring Committee" (of
which all 1979 SkSt'ers will automatically
become members, )

NFS info line (all of Calif,)

(L15) 982-2222

BASE CAMP AEUNTON IS SU:IIT ELSE

a

Base Camp wasn't a chilly shelter on
mountain slope, It was a wonderful
furnished family home in northeast L.A.,
and its monthly rental was {75, The
owncr was Aurelia Harwood's cousin, who
was delighted to have six "Sierrans"
move in that first Saturday in May, 1939:
Howard Koster, John Mendenhall, Glen
Warner, the Dyar Girls Ruth and Joan,
and Olga Schomberg, B.se Camp became
Mugelnoos headquarters, a meeting location
for trips, an information center, a
place for ‘good food and for parties and
for laugnter, When World “ar II came
it was disbanded, but cvery five years
there has been a reunion of Base Campers
and their friends.

A "Greaot Asscmblage of 01d Ski
lountainccrs" was held liay 5 at the
Pasadena home of Howard and Ruth Yoster,
to celebrate Base Camp's fortieth
anniversary. Their son. Oliver and
Daughter Charlyn and her husband, Faanlk,
Moltane ond Chad ioltane were co-hosts,-
and Frank took numcrous pictures of the
Sh celebritics. One and all -cre from
the olden days execept for the famous
modern nistorian, John Ripley, who wasn't
even born way back then, Guests came
from as far away as lontana and Colorado
and cven Paradise (CA 95969). A few had
not met for deeades, and had to peer at
neme tags to rccognize friends who seemed
to have been made up by TV experts to

(continued on page L)

(2 ski decent that required .1 1/2 hrs, 4
of hard work kicking steps to return i
ta the Newills BRankhane). |
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AN OBJECTLON

At the risk of losing a good friend, I would likc to explail why I am opposed
to the ‘creation of an "Alpine Ski Touring Committee" in place of the Ski
siounbaineers Section, ‘ .

Next year the SuS will cclebrate its Li5th anniversary; when the SMS' joined
the. Soutihern California chapter in' 1935 it was the chapter's first section, The
person responsible for tiie above proposal is throwing Ll years of tradition out of
the window,. :

To the best of my knowledge, there has been no discussion of this proposal
with the members of the Central Committee of the SMS, arnd 1little discussion among
the membership in general, = Indeed, when I first heard of the matter, I was nob
aslzed for my opinion, but told thot the @iS would become an MYAlpine Ski Touring
Committe", Furthermore; the matter has yet to be brought up at a Mugelnoos meeting.
Beforc the SiS joses its "section" status, I think that majority of the membership
should be polled to gather an opinion on this action, '

The main precipitant behind this' proposalrhas been a laek of interest in the
slci tours the SkS schedules. This surprises me, for if there were any time in the
SMSY% history when’ demand would exceed supply, it would be now. A popular
magazine has described ski mountaineering to be the next big skiing boom, On
ski tours this season I have encountered many more people skiing the backcountry
than ever before. Equipment and technique’have changed over the years, and the
SiiS must change as well, otherwise it will deserve to fade away into obscurity.(RJIS)

WINTER OF '79 = FINAL REPORT

After checldng with L.A, DWP engincer iiike Sellheim, R.J. Secor submits the
following: The runoff average this year for the Owens Valley is 107% of normal
(compared to 1607 of normal last ycar); however, Mono runoff is 114%, San Joaquuin
is 118% and Kings is 127% of normal (watch those stream crossingl), For those
who may wonder how "normal" is detcrmined, the DWP's averages are based on a
io-year average, 1934-35 through 1973-7h. This is usually updated every 5 years,
Other years when the April-Sest. runoff was between 90-110% were 1938, 1940 and
1975. ' (Runoff average is nobt to be confused with' snowpack average,)

Another measurement used is the snowpack waber 'content, - This average is
bosed on L5 years of fata, 1.931-~1975. « However', this is not as much of a Mconstant!
as tiie runoff avcrages, Since this varics with the type of ‘snow that is falling
and withhew long it has been on the ground, = The runoff average is derived from it.
An example would be two types of ‘snow found in the mountains; powder snow may have
a water content of 13; ice may have a water content of 99%. JDuring the period
from ‘April to July same of this water may evaporate, some may enter the ground
watcr system and some may metomorphose into permancnt snowfields or glaciers
before it reaches the Owen Valley and subsequently IL.A. (RIS & BJIL)

ALPINE SKI TOUR, INCONSOLABLE ‘RANGE, May 12<13, 1979

From the top of the Sherwin Grade on Hwy. 395 nortir-of Bishop, 2 long,
intriguing snowslope is viewed which leads southuestward toward the higher peals
of the Inconsolable Range. This provided an incentive for a joint -SMS-SPS trip; a
trip which indeed turned out to be worthwhile for both hikers ans skiers and resulted
in the discovery of yet another areca for Alpine ski touring,:

From Parcher's Camp on the South Lake road, 12 (6 cach skiers and hikers)
climbed on firm snow to a camp betwecn Bluff and Brown Lalkes where bare spots
and sbundmt firewood were found. Sat. P, while hikers did the Hunchback and
Pk. 12,307', 5 skicrs ascended the snowslopes of Pk, 12,67L4'. The snow on the
upper 1000' of the ski descent was already crusty but the sunny uest-facing slppes
provided some fantastic spring corn skiing right back to camp for the "happy hour',
followed by aocheery campfire. .Although both days were clecar and mild, ,temperature
dropped to 20°F at night.

Afterra bit too leisurely a start Sun. Ali, They traversed under "The Hunchbagkh
and onto the long, mostly gentle: snouslope which they ascended to just under
Pk, 13,356', uhere skis were left. ifine climbed "Inconsolabe Pi' (13,501), 5
climbed 13,356" and 1 climbed Pk.-12,67ht,  Although the snow was generally firm
enough for walling, the 'skicrs; had a'definite advantage on the descent.. Due to
the recent 8".snowfall, the snow above 12,000! was quite sticky but the lower
portion, especialily below "The Hunchbaclh was-agoin super spring corn show
skiing right to camp, For the 'skiers, the first few hundred feet below camp
provided some good skiingj this was followed by some willeww-bashing, rottcn snow =snd
spectecular falls (some attributable to "iacleod specials"), The foot travelers
mode some deep holes and one person fell into Bluff Lake, but all finally reached
the cars by 5:30 Hli. . : .

An intercsting development on this trip was that SPS'ers brought a slkiing
gucst completely unknown to the SiiS leaders] Fortunately, he turned out to be
competent and had the right equipment (though thcoretically he could hove always
walked down) but --just another thing for ski tour leaders of joint trips to watch

out for} (BJL)
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MT. Diilk ALPINE SXT TOUR/MAMMOTH MYO=YOM, May 1920 June 18.1979

With perfect timing--Tioga Pass had just opciacd the day before-=six SiSters
headed for it. Dana (13,0531) Sat. on the first scheduled tour there in a number
ofyears, Snow was ‘conkinuous from the cars to the suwmit and two made the ‘entire
3000! descenti on skis., Three others climbed the peak also, leaving skis a few
hundred feet below. A cold wind that was kecping a snow frozen was suddenly re=
placed with warm sunshine,; and the ski descent was a bit later than ideal bub still
provided plenty> of good turnss - Two other skiing groups were also on the mountaine

After appropriate beverages, an expensive dinner at Mammoth and a ! farewell
to Hot Creck" dip ("Big Brother" USFS intends to bmeak a 30-year after ski tradition)
they ehjoyed the luxurious assormodations of Uwen liallay's condominiums sunday,
all six, joindd by John Wedberg doing his best to keep ahead of his. two skiing
sons, skied themselves into exhaustion on the typically good spring show aid
uncrowded slopes found at Mammobh this time of year (reduced rates t00.)

At this time, Mammoth still had 7 £t. of snow and cxpected to: operate thru
July Lith, ' Although runoff is eéxpected to be above normal (see’article elsevhere),
actual precipitation in the Owens=liono Sicrra area is slightly below 95%. (1f
this what is considered a "normal" year, we'll take itl). Although Southern
California préecipitation was 140G of normal, the north coast received as little as
50% ond according to the Water Resources, Control Board classification, 1979 is
listed asia tdry" wator: year, '

WANT TO GO O TO BIGGER THINGS?

Two years ago, the Go for Broke Climbing Club (Frences Cholewa,Jim Endo, Ron
Overholtz, Randy lic Donald and Don Wilson).left for Yosemite to makc our mark om
the rocks, Don md Ron, ex-students of the RCS (never becoming offical RCS members,
though they eclimbed as guest with the section) went onito become 510 (or is it
5111 climbers?),.  Ron tried once to come back to L.k, He boughtia van and as a
finals goodbye tribute, drove;Tuollomne to say farewell to friends; he had landed
his old job at Pat's Ski Shop din Huntington Beh, As fate would have 4it, the van
broke doun in Tuollomne and Je Endo pushed him to: the top of Tioga Pass, Ron
coosted to Lee Vining-=--never to return to L.i.

Jim Endo, ex=chairman of the troining committe, commutes between:Joshua Tree,
Tahquitz, Yosemite and: Bishop in a beige W Van. Jim is now o scasonal employee
of the Forest-Service in Mono Countys:

Randy dicDonald often is seen din J.T, or Tahquitz cruising in his. green machine,
He resides in Palm Springs. As the temperature reaches 115°F in the shade, Itardy
looks toward the cooler weather (90°F) in Bishop. working as'an electrician,

T have sought salwvation in downtown Vgnice, L display a great agility ab
warding off muggers ete, I am doing anin-depth studies of the birds and the bces
at UCIA, trying to fight off my desire to burn everything and once again flee to
the mountains,

But the real purposc of this article is Don ¥Wilson, ' Don:is presently residing
in .Idyllwild. Don has created a business called "California lMguntainecering and
Technical Rock Climing School, 'He has some of the finest climbirs in the country
working for him.

Ron liaster, Dave Per'dins and I'did a TV spot for Dave Horowitz's Consumer
Advoeate on Safe Climbing practices. ' Don Wilson talled me twice in regard to this
TV show due to his ‘concern of thu poor climbing habits that are being taught by
the ‘colliges; boy scouts, ete, He felt the RCScwas one of thewost responsible
groups teaching beginning climbing,

Don teaches classes in-all aspects of climbing: diredt aid! (big wall :
technicques), technical ice ‘and basic to advanced rockclimbing, ' If anyone is
interested in more advanecéd training inielimbing, I .would highly recommend his
school,( FC)

Sept 20th toliay 20th May 20th to Sept. 20th
6121 rescott fve. P.0. Box 1576

Yacea Valley, .Ci. 92284 : Idyllwild, CA~923L9
(71k) 365-1152 (714) 659-L801

BASE CAiiP HEUGNION (Continucd from pige 2)

Tn addition to the hosts, all other former occupants of Basc' Camp living in
California werc there: LaVere (Root) Aulie, Joan (Dyar) Clork, Hgmer Fuller,
dMory (Bennett) Fuller, Dot (Barlow) Taylor, Bill Voss, and: Glen Warner. John and
Ruth (Dyar) ilendenhall and Dottic Strand sent regrets from Seattle.

A superb ‘dinner was'served outdoors, and "oster", 'who had really besn
Base Camp's ‘léader, proved that he had lost iione of his organizational skills.
The party was a personal. triumph for Ruth Koster, who a year ago suffered &
mysterious paralyzing illness and has since learned to walk again,

“lelre looking forward to 198l (3c)



