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LLPINE SKI TOUR, LAUREL IOUNTAIN (non-scheduled) - May T

8 climbers (2 separate parties) drove in about 2 mile on the Sherwin Creek lload from
WY 395, tc where it was blocked by snow, and headed up Laurel Mountain on Sunday,
llay 7. Initially following the route of the Laurel Lakes Road, they then ascended
the snow-free north ridge, crossed the head of a deep canyon draining north and con-
tinued on snow southwest to the sumit (11,812!), reached by 7 -=- those who brought
skis left them 600! below. In addition to the unusual clear beautiful weather and
fantastic views of the snow-bureid Sierra, the skiers were rewarded with a L,ooo!

ski descent on continuous Spring corn snow ranging from super to good. After re-
tracing the route to the north ridge, they then slkied directly down a fairly steep
gully and across : mile of flat terrain to the cars, BJL

ALPING SKT TOUR, “HU:RICANE"(THOMPSON) RIDGE -~ May 13-1h

From the end of the opened road at Parcher's Camp, on a warm sunny Sat morning, 9
skiers (including the legendary Sy Ossofsky complete -ith home-made Ramer-type bind~
ings) wallte¢ to South Lake, then donnec skis to cross the lake and headed up to camp
below Treasure Lakes ab approx. 10,300!, in initial search for open water was suc-
cessfully ended waen one parbicipant fell into a waist-deep hole; later on, a more
convenient open stream was found about 100! south of camp. The Sat afternoon tour,
to a new area for the SiiS, was up a2 canyon to Iake 11,568! on the south side of Iit.
Johnson, “hile 3 climbed the peak, 5 others clisbed on skis up to a 12,600' col on
the opposite side of the canyon before skiing down to camp on Spring-type snow which
by lhipm was somewhat heavy but still provided some enjoyable turns,

Phe intensity of the wind had been increasing all afternoon and by evening was stron;
enough to melce cooking on a stove difficult; forbunately a dry spot and plenty of
firewood were available for the evening campfire, The wind blew all night and all da
Sunday with gusts up to LO MPH. lowever, since the slopes leading to the summit of
Pk, l3,323'(ibki liountaineers! Peaki) mostly face east, the snou did soften and 5
reached the top on skis, ‘he first 1000!' of the ski descent was on heavy crusted
snow but below 12,200' jood Spring snow was encountered except for the last few hun-
dred feet above camp, which was "mashed potatoes", This same type of snow was found
below camp, so descent to South Lale was mostly by traverse and kick turn. They pru~
dently slred around South Lale up to the parking lot and walked down the road to the
cars. i o

Due to the east-facing slopes, this tour probably should be scheduled earlier in a
inormal’ snow year—-if there really is such a thingl However, this was the first
2-day tour of the year that hac 2 days of sunshine, BJL

TOSEMITE VALLEY * Hay 13-15

The very wet winter this year filled the waterfalls with water and the wvalley with
people, There were enormous crowds and no camping space. 17 people carticipated in
the climb over the course of the weelend. Conspicuously absent was the leader, The
Visitors Center was useges the central meeting place and the Rangerswere cooperative
in keepinz the sign-in sneel there for us.

Many climbing routes were wet and people had to abaudon what tuey wanted in favor of
what was possible, ‘o of the routes climbe’ were: Loyal arches, Delectable Pinnacl
iiiddle Cathedral, Patio Pinnacle, Bishop's Terrace, and a bunch of others, including
a possibly new one by Paul Harris, on ilanure rFile Buttress, called Apreés & (un qui
est peut-€tre neuf par PaulHarris, sur Engrais Monceau Contrefort, qui s'lappelle
Aifter VI), What linguistsl - Cuel engrais! -~ Ed.

All 3 days were about the same as far as climbing routes, crouds ancd weather are col
cerned. The evenings as usual were fillec with carrying on of exhausted climbers
drinking Red liountain (or something). lionday cawnied cloudy and chilly, so everyone
got an early start home, JM

RCS CH ANDY FRIED will be cuay (Peru) 6/24=7/2l. Sec/Tr Dave Perlins will be away
Toly & Aug bBut can be reached at Genl Delvy, .ings Deach, CL 95719 (916) 5hé6~35TL.
VCh Al Carlson is away but will return in late June, AF
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ALPTIE SKT TOUR, SaN JOAGUIN A, MAY 20

Encountering conbtinuous snow immediately after leaving the June Lake Loop road at
400!, the 5 participents carried skis up steep slopes, then skied across frozen Fern
Lale (8680'), the normally willow-covered flat area beyond and up the steep cliffy
area (most of the cliffs were buried by tae deep snow) to the summit plateau for
lunch, Swmit (11,500') was reached by all by 2:15 pm Tfor spectacular views of the
snowy Ritter Range and surrounding peaks. Altho skies were cloudless, again a cold
winc kept the upper slopes crusty, but below 11,000' the Spring snov skiing was ex-
cellent right doun to Fern Lake.

On previous tours Fern Lale has been easily accessible by trail on fool carrying
sltis, ilow, their ski descent route resembled the 'Face! of June iltn sl area before
Lrees and rocks were removed and it was groomed into one of the 10 steepest runs in
California (or is it the West?)! So, the upper part was negotiated mostly bty traverse,
lick turn and side slip plus one slide into the waiting arms of. a young pine tree
from which the skier extracted himself with difficulty. However, below 8L00t a broad,
open gully was encountered vhich again provided good Spring skiing, right down to
snowline,

The 2 Dishop parbicipants returned home; the others enjoyed a meal at the Carson Pk,
Inn, 2 Hot Creek swim and: a-day of fairly good Spring slkkiing on 9 feet of snow at
llammoth Iitn, ski area, BJL

MEND: 1HALLS HONORED AT 1LY ITUGEINGOS
The liay 1€ Mugelnoos meeting was a "triple feature® which attracted a large croud.
The initial acbivity was the presentation of RCS honorary membership certificates to
John and Ruth ilendenhall, This ceremony was move up from the scheduled June meeting
because it appeared that John and Ruth might move to Seattle before mid-June. Word
of the change was spread by phone, and members turned oub in good numbers,
The program was Don Pies' excellent treatment of climbing in Yosemite Valley., Well
prepared and ingratiatingly delivered, the shouw captured the climbs so realistically
that Glen Dawson found his palms sweatingl
The third feature was the presentation of the Sierra Club's highest mountaineering
ayard at the national level--the Tarquhar Award. Club Dircctor Les Reid gave a short
speech and handed the certificate to--who else?-~John and Ruth ilendenhall,
The RCS thanks Don Pies for his program, memnbers for their support, and John and Ruth
for their years of achicvement and fellowsinip. JR

RCS SATETY TEST ~ MAY 21

4 applicants (luth Carter, iiiane Corte, liancy iobertson, l'ath Jlemanik, ‘oug Beal and
Russ Yirknatriclk) turned out at it. Pacifico for testing by 8 members (Dick Deliusha,
Bob Lindgren, Fred "ing, imory Yount, Leroy Russ, Lay Beal and Jeff Lash). l were

passed on all phases, with 2 being asled to submit to a retest on one skill, DD

ST POLVT_STILL TERTIRTIG
tiugelnoos has received an updabe on the status of the City of ILA's Stony ~oint ac=
quisition project from iaureen Cates, Co Chairperson of the Santa Susana iitn Park
Tasl: Force. The city planning departient has approved the zoning for recreation cpen
space: The Parks Dept is awaiting a title search and appraisal, following which the
City can follow one of 3 optionss ,

a) 0ffer to purchase the property for an amount-up to the appraisal. 100,000
from last year's roposition 2 is earmaried for Stony. If the appraisal is
over .100,000, other sources of funds could be sought.

b) Condemn the property.

c) Abandon the project,

The fubure promises delays an¢ uncertainties; the effect of Proposition 13 is un~
nowun ab this time. RCS members, especially those living in the Valley or the €ity
of L., should follow the project's progress and encourage Councilman Wilkinson, who
is working for permanent availability of Stony.

Remember, building on Stony per se is not the main problem-~what we definitely face
is eventual loss of access as private parties surround, fence off, and post the
property, It can't happen here? Consider the fate of Eagle Rock, once the favorite
RCS practice cliff. It's been off limits for years because the area property owners
didn't want crouds, liability, etc. Let'!'s not let Stony Point slip away like Tagle
rock did} .

AITTER RANGE. SXI TOUR, iAY 27-29

While ¢n-a ski ascent of .%, iltter a few years ago, we viewed an enticing ski run
down to Lake Catherine from the Ritter-Banner Saddle. Thus a future trip idea was
formulated, and it finally came to be this ilemorial weekend,

Starting from Silver iale, 11 skiers, looking more like Sherpas, brudged slowly up
the Rush Creek Trail vhich was mostly snow-covered, and from the Gem Iake Dam we
continued on skis over Agnew Pass. Finally, at the frozen expanse of Thousand Island
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Lake, we established Lase camp and called it a day,

Sunday dawned warm and clear, and all hands set oul for nearby alpine summits, TFrom
Lake Catherine this writer ascended :it. Danner via the Ritter-Banner Saddle, and 9
others skied to the summit of tit, Davis, The view from the summits was maznificent,
The Sierras are still deeply covered with snow, and bhe white expanse reached out to
the horizon,

After skiing from their respective high points on consolidated Spring snow, which
ranged from smooth to walffle appearsnce, everyone climbed to the Ritter-Banner Saddle
and 5 more climbed Danner,

Before cdeparting the area on ilonday, 5 skiers collected another 1500 feet off of the
east slopes of lit. avis. It was then another hot trudge up to Agnew Pass, where
everyone had one final thrilling run down to Gem Lake,

It is now over, but the good memories remain, along with the blisyers and burant
faces, MG

SHS CHATRMAN RUSIGNS

I am vriting this letter to be published in the iiugelnoos stating why it is impossible
for me to serve on the SIS Central Committee or as Chairman,

On a recent LS trip 2 unembers of the section refused to .se approved alpine equip-
ment consisting of safety release bindinss and climbers, The rules concerning the use
of equipment on SIS trips have been specified by our Central Committce for safety and
enjoyment of those on our section trips,

dJormally a situation such as this would be simply resolved by tihe trip leaders not
allowing the offenders to go on the trip., Unfortunately in this case, one offender
was a key officer of the section and was able to use his position to convince the
leaders it would be proper for him and his friend to use nonrelease bindings, not
carry climbers, or not be able to attach their heels when skiing downhill.,

When I attempted to obtain an explanation, this olficer felt justified because he
had done more than myself to bring new members into the section, which is true, His
friend further stated I was just sore and couldn't keep up with her because I, and
The rest of the section, were using heavy and obslete alpine equipment. Her state-
ments can be excused because of her lack of experience on alpine skis and being a
self-appointed missionary of nordic skiing,

The issue here was that an officer of the section violated our equipment and safety
code, iven though both he and his friend may have been able to use nordic equipment
safely, il less experienced sliiers used this nordic equipment and were hurt on an
official section trip, the SiiS, the Sierra Club, the trip leaders and officers of
the section could be put in a difficult legal position,

Last Fall our Central Committee considered merging with the Snow louring Committee,
which failed because of a lac!: of response from the Snow Touring Committee. This
would have formed a new, stronger section, with qualified trip leaders and safety
standards for both nordic and alpine touring. The officer involved in the equipment
violation was the one who engineered this merger and when it failed, he evidently
felt his best method of zetting our section to use nordic equipment was to simply
disregarcé our equipment code anc force its use, A Ffar wiser course of action would
have teen to discuss his feelings with the rest of the Central Committee. Because

of the excellent past performance of this officer I am sure a wey of qualifying
nordic equipment for some trips could have been found,

Because of the possibility of being sersonally placed in a bad legal position by the
improper use of equipment on section trips, and the disregard for our equipment rules
by this officer, whom I can no longer effectively worls with, I now resign from the
Cnairmanship of tne S5 and its Central Committee, e G, TFeldmann *

LR TOUR DNLTGHTS FOURSOME
Shorts and T-shirts werc-the unifor: Cor the weekend of June 3=l for the L (count
tem}) participants ou the Roclk Creek ski tour. ''he 2 leaders (one SPS, one SHS) plus
2 skiers were treated to sunny, windless days and endless fields of Spring snow, The
cars were parked at l.ock Creek Zale, and the group carried skis the extra 13 miles
to ilosquito Flat and on into camp just above long Lake, Iliking up to one of the Gem
Lales, they lunched, and climbed on skis to“the top of ‘the ridge NI of Bear Creek
Spire, Ixcellent slkiing was found on selected west-facing slopes (west is best), and
several runs were yade on the way down to camp. The lone SPS-er climbed the numbered
prominent peal: which sits in the middle of the valley,
Suncay the Dade Couloir and the slopes below Abbott were skied, on very enjoyable
soft snow, Sun cups are starting to form everywhere, but the hot sun renders then
soft enough to yield easily under the heavy alpine skis. The only casualties for ths
weekend were a partial dunking (an arm and a leg, while trying for water thru the
ice en Long Take), and a good set of Trimas lost somewhere near the Dade chute, The
PS-er Dagend the wnnamed sumit 5 of Abbott on Sunday.lle reported excellent glissa-
ding everywhere. .11 returned home sporting the best tans of the season, JW

* Dd, 1is aGV}ﬁeﬁ CLiff Caﬁ“;ﬁﬂris new Chairman and John ‘edbery is now on Central
Comittee, which NOW CONSLSLS O mameron (Ch), Doug Hantle (V Ch), Darbara Lilley

. " o PO i 11 ool s -
(Sec), Ceorge Shinno (Treas), Hark Uiy 4 .4 Wedbere,
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TNGS CANYOW, May 27-29

19 female and male climbe¥s, hikers dnd rude bathers spent an enjoyable Hemorial
- weelend-at Kings. Canyon., The Canyon was.ab the height of its natvural beayty, be-
" cause of. the heavy snowfall, Jim Hogle, Jim ilcilamara and dave Erskine joined us

. from-the Bay Areaj Jim and Jim are former 1S memberss. o
~The Broken .Face and Roaring River routes received heavy..usage__.thrpughout the trip.
The CGrand Dike was attacked by 5 climbers, with only guests #iya and;Harris suc-

- cessful, Heavy bushwhacking is required; it was also reported. that liiya left. ap~
proximately 3200 worth of camera lenses at the base of the climb. The Broken Arm
.. ¢limb was completed by ioste and Lrskine, Ray, they- waited for you. The Boyden Cone,
J¥ings Tower and MNature Trail Amphithealre received. unsuccessful assaults, '
hwards and Briclkbats : ' o
S0Jo criving - Xlein, Tidball, iiciamara and Sowma
i ney choice of liqueur - S, Bubler
A wateh for short ¢limbs - G. Haplan
ilude bathing - P.F,, 11,Gi and 7 : : e
Lomantic strolls - 4i.C, and G, T. - L
- Permanent fire, starter, wmbeher and sprout grower - J. Souma,
Barly starts - 4. Fried and R, Carter . ; - : '
- - Dguipment saving = = w0 = = == =
Rappelling - L. Russ (same climb, 2 yrs) T
iccident - L.Tidball, cubtbing salami with his knife -.10 stitches
Best conduct - Chris Fried and Leany .- . - . ... VIR

o : o g - AT FOWLER SAYS GOODBYE

F

Dear Fred:

Tike John and Rubth, I too have decided to leave Southern Calif for a betber part of
the country. Unlike John T couldntt retire yet, I will be worzing for Kitt Peak
Hational (bservatory in Tucson, Az. :iy new address will be 9051 E. “oodland R4,
Tucson, Az 85715, If anybody gets over that way I will expect you to stop by and

"have a beer and swep stories, John said .that there is an active clinbing group in

the -area so 1!11 be looking them up when I.get there. Who knows, ue may even be

able o sciedule a climb over there in the winter some time. I'm going to miss the
many Triends.I!ve made over the years T've been with the TCS but I hope to return

from bime to bime and make a climb, -lease extract ‘the -pertinent parts “of this for
the next ilugelnoos, Sincerely yours, ALl . inother wise and good friend is leaving,xd

. 1
'

10ST ARROV SPIRE, June 3.

Tay Beal, Od iTissen and Doug Deal: climbed the Spive on Sat. e got into the climb
_ rather late in the morning; having started from Camp li after breakfast. It proved
o be a very enjoyable aid climb on-some very odd anchors, with a small wired
-stopper beinz helpful here and there, particularly if one is under 4t tall, e
secured 2 ropes at,the rim and pulled the ends with us to the top of the Spire,
aliowing a Tvrolean Traverse (uphill) back to the rim, 4 1651 rope is advisable
for the 3rd (last).lead, EB T . ‘ ’ _

JUNE SKITNG Til SQUTHERY CALIFORNIA?

N ' .

A “bonusé ilpine skl tour vas held-on -3an Gorgonio on June 10, with 3 parbicipants.
Tt would have been worth a 2-day tripl After.carrying skis uo the north face, some
excellent Spring skiing was found on a 700! ski descent on the south face below the
Vivian Creek trail; snow conbinued on.down for at least another 000'. From the sun-
mit ridge (11,100'), it was a contintous ski run 0 Dry Lake. The norti face was
zood smooth Spring sldiing vith suncups on the lower flats. 4 huge avalanche had
come down the north face, wiping out quite a few trees and leaving debris in a 300!
wide path above Dry Lake. The Big Draw was also ascended; skiing there was only
fair. 3 other parties of Alpine skiers were encountered, Tncidentally, the new road
by-passing the winding section west of Fallsvale junction is now open and is a time
 saver. S - - L L
(On Sunday, 2 skiers.found plenty. of snow between main and Vest Baldy but the snow
aws too heavy bto be considered good and it was no longer possible to ski’ down to
the hut, as it was on Hemorial Day. lit. Baldy ski area operated liemorial Day
weelendl) BJL '
' i \
T 1IISCHELIAUEQUS 1HOTRS

John Long /. Co. made tie first Tree lead of the Hangover at Pahquitz on May 20.
AGSer Diana.Dee is to be part of the Sierra Club's “Pamir 78" expedition to the USSR

. . | N I Co . " : +
See Ilay-June Climbing mag for stories on Eiger MYireet Uru Covwloir Direct featuring
local Tahgmitz wonders Tobin Sorenson and Riclk Acoomszzo. JR ’
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JHITWEY PORTAL, June 10-11

"?:pésple showed -up at witney Portal on Sab morning partles comprlslnﬂ b people
- went off up the nobth fork of Lone Pine Creek, lookj'.ng for 'snow, albitude and fish,

. " Sean Butler and Andy Fried found snow and altitude, Jim and iatthew McPherson found

some fisk but were unable to get them-out of the lake, John Clark and Jim Sharpsteen

 weht exploring on the ridge to the north of the camppround and eventially climbed
'some‘bhlng 5th class. The Tth person was La.rry Denm.s who got back: :Ln his car and
left for Un:.vers;.ty Pea.k-.

Hattbhew ucPherson became ill with the altitude and haa to be taken homz on Saturday
night, The surviving parbicipants reained on the north side of the Portal, = Ji

T, RATHIER T ISULT SECTLED

iceording to the April ISR Hewlebler, the lawsult opposing the severe. use limita-
tions imposed in 1973 has now been seublco amicably.. -~
a) All restrietions on the ‘spacing of parties camping O'V'GI'nl"'h'b in the rocke-and-
ice zone above 7,000' or on clac1er snow and ice have Leen dropped.
b) lestrictions on the number of par'bles on’ clmo_n* routes Oth.EJ. than via linir
and. scrmnnan have been dropped, - :
.¢) Up to 35 persons may camp- overnizht in each of; re‘o’ole Gree” ‘to- Camp Ifuir;
“ Ingrabam Glacier Flat (11,000!); ¥nter Glacier. = -
d) During the off-season (Sept. 30 to July), overnight cawping may be anywhere
on snow, except in places of danger. BJL

BALDY '78 — TT“ T"ll.UTIF“L?L LO"""‘LY STJASONI

That a Lantqstlc season, sk 11ng Baloy this Soring ~=- with vlrﬁually no ‘company oi
the mountain at all. Frow a1l ev1aence, only a handful of ski mountaineers took
advantage of the incredible ‘smooth, deep corn snow this year. The aggregate snow=
f4ll probably did not surpass tne w1nter of ’09, bub most of this year's precipi-
tation occurred late ~- iiarch and April -- and the storms were: comparatively warm
"(fre951nc level usuvally: 6,000! plus), dep031t1ng enormous - snow depths at the

higher elevations on I'b. San.ﬁntonlo.

This reporter skied from the Iubt clear to the car as 1ate as mlanprll. The snou
in the Bowl has never been better, reachlng Gepths of li=bt, and becoming skiable

- after the final Syring storm (first weelr of ipril), it the Hut, 84501, huge drifts

_ ‘transformed the entire landscape inbo a wlu.tc wonderland, Where the creek runs
‘_near uhe Hut, the depth uas’ ac’oua.lly measured at 151 plus, The final weekend of
skiing was spent on June 10-11, when a 'sizx-foot wall of snow -still bordered San

intonio Creek adjacent to the ullt. ilemorial Day skiing »re a ﬂaln_ght, on convin-

uous snou from the suwmmit to below the Imt that day the'steep, lefthand side of
the Dowl was a skierts-dream -~ Lile’ cm:.s:r.né down a field of tiny ball bearings}

Wlell, maybe another year might compare to Baldy '7{ ~- but I doubt it} JW-

=
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" . The longest siti c:av in. tne country"aosears to be at a- ski area in Connectscut
called Pouder u:a.dge, mu_ca has a regular weelend program that offers 203 hours
o;. slrllno per aaj, i‘rom 6 30 A1 uasurdav c.nrougq 3 .AI Sunaay. SKi, Hov ’7'? BJL

T cm;f.m&s’
Barbara 1illey received a.letter which reads:#Dear Barba'ra- lease accept th*s %
. poenm for publnca’o:.onm the next iiugelnoos, I would appreciate it very much, * Phanl
. Yo, V,' Parba.ra a8 no idea who sent :u;. Lehter is postmarl:ed in iarine del Rey.

CRA-'E&‘-JRS

Crawlers go to the Wall 4 They crawl not to conquer the ‘fall but
o‘brange beasts Crawlers ave . - merely to gain its respect

They go to the 'all with grizzled beards And, erawl they do, for the all allows

and scarred hands and wearing the = - few-to climb =

. niform only Crawlers can uear Then the top is a.chn.eved the bruised hands
They come ©to crawl with stxings and - and framzled mind are worth.it

~ straps and wires o ile has gained the respect of the *all
Tnis is all ' ' S - They leave now ho cone and crawl. again

' " Cravlers -

v,



