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WHO'S TJHO I"\I THE ﬂoos R R T
dJ ohn and Ruth Mendenhall A A

John and Ruth- Menaenhall have always Been in the RGS and SMS,: or so we- -learned -

on our motherts knees., Butb," shock:_ng though :Lt be, the truth 1s 'bhat it hasn't
always been sol. .

,John Dale Mendenhall moved to Van 1 \Tuys Lfrom h‘.'LS nat:_ve M:LSSOUI:L as &'boy of & in’
1919.. Family vacations to the Sierra. stimulated an mterestlm mountaineering, and
he had made 3first ascants near Convict Iake before 1930, In that year John and a
{riend made the first ascent of the Ne Gully of Laurel Min, genera.lly accepted as
the first belayed climb made in the High Sierra,” John and- his frlend had been
pract:_cmg technigues from llbrary books a2k local cliffs, = - _
John attended Cal Tech, graduating with honors in 1933, He entesred the: proﬁeﬁs::.on '
of ecivil engineering ( which he still practices ) and” went %o work out on.the
degert. - Despite a: competing interst in. wirestling, he continued cl:J_mb:Lng
throughout ‘the early and middle Thirties, often with RCS members, ..

Meanwn:.la, Ruth Fleanor, Dyar had come 4o Southern California and devaloped an
interest in the Sierra Club, She started out in Kiesling, Washington.on a farm,
whence she and her |, s:.bllngs moved to nearby Spokane when she was 1, Ruth!s .
father worked Ffor a rewspaper in Spokane and was an author and playwright, ~She
also took to w riting and earned a BA Cum Laude in Journalism from the Unlverslty
of TJash:.ngton in 193, 77

Ruth joined the-Sierra Club inilate.1937 and the SMS in Ja.nuary 1938, With her
Journalsim background, she was naturally attracted to the recently started
Mugelnoos. ' Rubth took over. as editer ai‘ter only three months in the club.

(see:last issue .of the Mugelnoos),

John returned to IA from the. desert in early '38 and joined the Slerra Club

H & became actbive with, ithe RCS.  Jehn and new converb Ruth Dyax both’ became RCS
members on June 29, 1938, A crowded 1938 season saw John make the 2nd ascent of
the Mechanic's route at Tahquitz -and Ruth s on her first Sierra trip, take part in
the- first. ascent of the North:Buttress of Mt. Sill in.the Sierra. :
Follow:mg their. firsh: ‘meeting.at: Tahqultz Roek, John and Ruth became acqualn'bed

on RCS trips. . John joined the SMS in DEoember 1938, and the. two now-erossed paths
skiing, In May 1939, they becanie sitsms charten merbers of the famous "Base Camp,
cooperative, which became an unofficial RCS/SMS headquartérs,

The pace of elimbing became feverish in 1939, J&R climbéd toge:bhe_t fr@quently,
raking first ascents on Strawberry Pk locally and in the Mt. Whitney area. The T .
fever vwas dmgnosed as tpmm_na.l and. 50 on Soptember 22' 1939, John a.nd Ru‘bh
married.,

Their. pace seemed. to qu::_c-ken aibex marriage, The Mugelnoos maached undreamed -

of heights. of popularity and influence unrler Ruth's continued editorship, while
John became ‘the third person to-be RCS chairman(1939-L0), In August of 1910, they
really broke out of the local scene and entersd the ranks of internmationally active
clinbers. by atbenmpbing difficult Mt Confederation in the Canadian Rocka.es—-an _
audacious move &b a t:l_me -when only one other party of 1oca1 cl:_mbe:cs had ever
ventured .so far afield, :

The war years ook them Lo San Jose, Delawa.re Missomri, and fimally Birmingham,
Alabama,. where daughter Vivian was born in 19)1 The years avizy from Los Angeles
(to 1945) saw more Sierra first ascents , clinbs in the Devills”lake area of
Wisconsin, ascents(including a first) in the 'Petons, and various lonszl. olimbs,
John and Ruth took up where they had Jeft offfx% upon returning to Soubheyn
California in 1945, Daughter Valerie was born in 1946, following which Ruth acted
a8 mother to bhree—her tuc daughters plus the nugelnoos. John begdn leading again
for the RCS. ' The 33years since the war "have been so full of activity that we
couldntt begln to 1:Lst it all her uorre of the highlights &0l ams
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- .other climbers.

FOR SAIE

65! Head "Standard“skis with step-:m &afety
bindings. $25
Slerra plastic ski boots, size 12, :,915
&35! Worthland hickory- tr:.ple-groove Jumping
Sklsl :l)lot ‘ -
Con’sac‘b Bob Frampton -
(71h) 621; 269’? T

: -__SLIDES WANTED: YOSEIITE

" Don Pies is pﬁﬁtlng togéther a slide show
% depicting Yosemite rock climbing routes
] 'r'fthat RCS members have found to be irmber-'

esting. and would like to recommend fo
“Now: I you.r chance to

March 21, "1978 7:30 Pelay L., Dept. of T"&-ﬁﬁﬂ?"&m}become famous*} %f H urry,. Hurry,ﬂ,;,

Watexr- a_nd Power-Audiborivm,” 111 6, Hope

S5t., downtown L.A, Free Parking, Come
one~half hour early for Ski Mtnrs. -
equipment demo. Program, refreshments,
Climbers,skiers,guests all welcome, - -

~-CALENDAR" . - -
A 7_Sa.‘t_ “Togal Tntrog: Alp:u.ne

Slei. Tour, I, Lieberman

Har L - 5 Sat-Sun Mb. San Antonio Ski..
Hut, ' John Wedberg

Feb 26

Mar'{"l_@ 'Sun”. Rubidoux practice Rock -
ca e Cl:mb Tom Jeter
wp Sum-

: Local Intro. Ski Tour,
Walter Boge™ . . v

Mar 18~-19. -Sat-Sun. Suicide. Rock Clmb

’ ¥, Wing, D, Parkn.ns

Sat-Sun Ski Tours. Mt, horgan

.~ are over 1509 of normal.’
2 from 118 rat Mammoth to L5" at Cottonwood

These slides will be shown at the May
Mugelnoos meeting. The presentation will

" concentrate on Yosemite!s less famous

short routes, Don may be contacted by

phone at (213) 37h-57Lh5-~home: or at

(213) 322-1'?63 X2h8--work. |

"_The Inyo REGISTER reported that ‘ohe:r_r first

ma.jor snow survey showed_ thatall stations’
Sriow- depths. ranged

“The above report appeared before -the

"~ latest series of storma’ which bur:t.ed

Mammoth and. ' une Mountaihs under 6 more
feet of riew:snow and closed ‘their access
roads -on Feb 10 Is -thls 1969 aga,ln" =

‘Eean*blme s enough snow has fallen in 'bhe

Via. Rock Greek M,Goebel So, Calif,: mountains to hold all SMS'&g

ﬂEU ADDRESS

Ieslie Mastexzs

Frances Cholewa. o
420 WHiting St = ”
El Segundo,, CA (213) 322-6099

RESCUE sni-i:r'NAR S

contact Kathy Quirn, 501 N. Indian Hill,
Claremont, GA’ STl (Tlh) 62&-12?1

r

- GOMMENTS ",REQUESTED' .

safety test and are being oonsaaexed
for membership in 'bhe ‘sections. '
Frances Cholewa
K. Gil Chon .
Judivh Falrcha_]d
Stan lee:m

comments or opmlons as o appl:.cants
safe or unsafe clinbing practices by any
RCS member should be brought to the
attention of the Safety Committes
Chairman, Dick DeRusha. no later than
March 17, 1978,

Dick DeRusha .

1421 Edgecliffe.Dr,

... Los Angeles, CA 90026
| (213) 661-992ls

. time- _to_ sta.r.t th:u._n_:q.ng sunshme!

*The. Feb, 12 Local sk:n_ tour was. held a:b ’ohe‘

- vand, Kratka: I‘idge .

~bour,. in-addition Lo the two leadersg--0f

" . theses.four had suibably equiped’ downhill

ol e - skiis with climbing. skins, one had down~ -
L SRV sl e wn - hild] skids but. d elimbi ffect--

This is to inform all RCS members. that - Ly aset o ng wax(e

the follewing people have passed their

“Tt- is now

BL

~tours .scheduled: there -also, -

GREAT SL\IOTJ‘T OL\T LOCAL TOUR

Yo

abandoned rope. tow area betieen Waterman
Although road closed '
Signs were posted in Ia Canada, the drive

i - o Waterman was made with no mor'e d:.i‘f:l.c.ul'by
Rescue. seminar Apra.l J.6 _for I‘ESGI‘Vcs.t".LOnS than oo

the mandatory chalns.

f - Lo - 2 .
S:Lx checkou‘b candlda:bes showed up for 'bhe j
-0f 7

ively,: T.might add) and one arra.ved Wl'bh

“¥you guessed:-ib, Nordic skiisil -

Snow GOIldl'blOl’lS ‘Were near peac';ﬁ‘ezc:'ba about

. an inch.of powder- over a base that was

as smooth and uniform as one might find

8% one of the better maintained resorts.
No one had any trouble as an ascent wag

made to near the Waterman summit, Then -

clouds closed in and show started fallmg.

£ really good ski run wes made back to
the carsy interupted by waits for the
Nordic skier, While I have nothing ba.s—-
ically against Nordic skiis on Ski g
Mountaineering trips, it appears that 'bhey
cannot handle the downhill terrain and -
traverses ‘that are necessary; Perhaps:

- Nordic skigs.with addithonalrheel hold-
- down would work, but. not. the convem‘blonal

pin binding, -
Those qualifying for future tours are: " .

wodoan Jonesy Panl Kenmworthy, Bryn Crain,

Mike Tayland and Nick Allis
Wl Lo
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Johin and Rubth Mendenhall cont8d

---Trips to Canada, resulbting in the first ascent(FL) of Mt. Confederation (1947),
the FA of the North Pk of Mt Lowell (1948), ascents of several Bugaboos (1949),
FAs of Mt Synge, Midway Bk, and difficult Aiguille Pk (1.952), FA mt Palmer
(1953), a weathered-out attempt on Robson(195L), and FA of ¥W Ridge of lit
Temple (1957).

---Myriad Sierra climbs, including FA Palisade Crest points (195L-55) and FA Horth
Face of Mt Williamson (1957). In addition, John made other technical first
ascents and three first winter ascents (sill, 1957; Middle Palisade, 1960
Gayley, 1961). _ '

~--~Innumerable climbs at Tahquitz Rock, including the first ascent of the Super
Pooper (1952). Additionally John and H arry Sutherland picneered the Open Book
(1947), John and Royal Robbins created Human Fright (19520, and John with Chuek
Wilts made the Consolation (1953), '

~~~Climbs of most major Cascade volcanos(many with the children).

Unlike many experienced climbers, John and Ruth have remainded loyally active

with the RCS. They have continued to teach and lead trips down to the present.
John has led more days of climbing for the section then any other person{over 100).
Ruth served as RCS Secretary-Treasiurer 1953~5lL; John served a second term as
Chairman 1958-59, Ruth oversaw the Mugelnoos all the way up through last year,
Both are Safety Committee members (John since the first committee in 1946, Ruth
gince 1969). : ; . i

In summary, it can safely be said that the RCS would be immeasurably poorer
without the experience and loyal service of:two of Southern Californiats finest
contributions to the climbing world-~JOHN AND RUTH MENDENHALL. -

JR

DR, WADE MAKES L&ST SCHUSS

His son and son-in-law placed his ice axe, engraved with the dates of his birth _
and death, on the summit of San Gorgonio, and signed the register with his neme for
the last time. Dr. Robert Wade, one of the Edelweiss "renegadesm of the 1930's and
Li0ts, died April 17, 1977, according to his widow Isabelle Wade writing from her
home at 1008 Madison Place, laguna Beach $2651. :

"In HMarch of 19756, he was forced to leave Mammoth, where both of us were skiing,

to enter the hospital with pulmonary oedema," writes Mrs, Wade, "He made a good
comeback but skiing was forbidden from then on '

Ski Mountaineers of those days will well remember Dr. Wadeds compact figure
whizzing down the Big Desw toward the Edelweiss. Hut, the tiny shelter made of
trees, rocks, and tar paper which was destroyed in later years by the Torest Sexvice,

Vrs, Wade writes of some of the others who skied together thefe: UYElly Jaun,
dohn Surr, Walter Lier, Bob Wade have all gone from the skiing and climbing hills,
Lofty Bishop died long agos Bill Spurgeon too, and Heri Leuthold (one of the
originals) died last year.' John Elvrum (long of Snow Valley) spends. his winters
(often with Hjalmar Hvem) playing polf and his summers salmon fishing, TFred
Eaton and Joe Vanier are still active, Greetings to the people that I knowlM

» B RDM

EDITORIAL

The Ski Hountaineers and the Snow Pouring groups are to merge shortly, Walt Daviels
article is not. the first and will probably not. be the last. episode of nordic skiing
vs. ski mountaineering, Your present editor is an avid nordie skiing enthusiast,

I have had several experiences similar to Walt's on all nordic tours, The most.
recent being on the Fast ridge of Mb. Vaterman on February Lhth., I should like

to present my own viewpoint, ' )

The two types of skling sre complementary, but not on the same trip. There is
absolutely no reason to run a ski tour with miwed equipment, If such a situation
should arise, I suggest. the trip leader REFUSE the ski tour to the nardic tourex.
One or two painful experiences will cause the word to spread, "NORDIC SKIERS ARE
NOT ALLCWED ON SKI MOUNTAINEERING SKI TOURS.M - This is infact, the explicit policy
of the Ski Mouwntalineersl o o

There seems to be a school of thought which says that nordic equipment cannot
handle the traverses and linked turns required on steescer terrain, This is nob
entirely ##4% the case! The equipment being sold for nordic touring is too light.
for general all purpose, all snow condition touring in So, Calif, T always
recommend wmetal edges, over the ankle boots and stiffer skiis, However, the
ultimate ability is #he in the judgement and experience of the slkder, not wholely
in the equipment, Tt has been my experience that many people who talke up nordic
skiing are winber hikers( admittedly an oversimplified viewpoint), This phenomenon
is what gives rise to the problems of long waits during a downhill run, This
problem happens with regularity on nordic tours, The problem is compounded in

So. Calif, since cur skiin terrain has meore relief than is ideally suited for

X~C Skiingc
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