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 SOME TO JULY MUGELNOOS, ATL YOU OLDEN-DAYS TYPES: COME tir - .
Weds., July 20, will be a special Mugelnoos night with'a'reunion of skiers and
~ climbers of the Goode 0ldé Days, "It will also be a time for these historical figures
“and those currently carrying‘on (vith Keltys instead of Trapper Nelsons) to meet.-

—

The RCS will award honorary membership to Glen Dawson (in person), a charter
member -0f both the Rock Climbing and Ski Mountaineers Sec. Nate Clark, a former Ski

"~ Mt.Sec. chairman, will show movies taken of Sierra Club climbing & skiing ete. in

the 1930's. See p.2 for directions to get to the 7:30 Mugelnoos meeting. -

'~ CAUSE FOR JUBILATION -- A NEW MUGELMATLIR. -

e T T

Rejoipeli'Leap,on-your rappels @nd dance on your'ékié{L'Phil Bruce bf.the RCS

.. has volunteered to take over the Mugelmailing job, starting in August. Thus he is
being elevated to therpinnacle of hero-hood in Mugelnoos annals. During an inter-
view, the hero stated that he hopes this will offset his image as a Bad Guy as mas—
ter of the bucket-drop.: ‘Address changes, subscription money, complaints and kudos

should be sent hereafter to Phil Bruce, 85Li Eucalyptus St., Downey CA 90242, "

. e . - And Thanksgiving to the 0ld L :
.2 And a million thanks to retiring Mugelmailer Tim Ryan, who took over the job in
. December 1974, computerized it, got everybody's troubles straightened out, and has’

mariled evéry_issue,on,thefdbt for, the last two-dnd-one-half years!!? ’

. - e man

May 21-22. found:five Ski Mountaineer Section members- and- one guest packing skis
into the -usual campsite below Treasure Lakes, to find considerably more snow than 2
“weeks before, . In, fact, with & little.willow-bashing, it was possible to ski-down-to
“damp. - Unfortunately;, since the last storm's 18 of new snou, the weather had been
so cool and cloudy that snow in Dade Couloir vas not consolidated, hence heavy and
difficult to ski. Sunday morning they headed for E.-facihg slopes, vhich were con-
solidated well encugh for early-morning skiing., But the.cold wind bringing in a-

new storm froze the surface almost as soon as it began to thaw; so after one run,
all headed for the carg, which they reached just as the first- snowflakes were falling,
B .. .7 Guttons for,....Pleasure . . T
.. On June 4, two optimists carried skis in for one day only. An adequate amount
_of snow remained. in Dade Coulcir and in the bowls below Bear Creek Spire, but. it.was
" not consolidated enough to walk on (seemingly bottomless in places), and with only
' intermittent snow cover and unfrozen lakes, access to the continuous snow line was.
" exceedingly tedious. .However, the pair vere rewarded by some good spring skiing in
.the bowls even lateé in the day. R.J. Secor an his "sawdenhoffs" said it was the best
“skiing he'd had all year. Tt was certainly the best vieather of the "ski: touring"
-geason, vhich turned.out not too bad.in this year of the drought. Computers pro-
jeet 1977-1978 to be 160% of normal precipitation —-- let's hope they are right (or
as right as the tortoises used to be. ®d.)  B,IL.

"BANQUET MAKZS A SITZMARK - The SMS;Annual_Banqﬁet,‘setifob May 24, was cancelled
. due tq'lack-bgiintere§t, accqrding to Mark Goebel. T - ‘ :

- . _8M5 DIRECTORY NOT YET - A SMS mebership 1ist will not appear this month, despite
. previocus' announcement; -but may later this summer. New addresses or phones should be
relayed to B.Lilley,i8&1-Lindley'ﬁve.3'Northridge;913 . o - '

.. . The Nationsl Park Service has d local phone mumber,for a taped report giving.
"' Yosémite, Kings Canyon, and Sequoia weather forecasts. The forecast is updated be-
tWeen 10 a,m. and noon each weekday. ... : : E

‘Even’if you are not planning to travel in one of ‘these Park regions;, the gen-
eral trends of theweather can be approximated for miny regions of the Sierra, -taking
into a ceount” altitude and.other factors. R e T
' The nuiber is (213) 688-2902. (Let your fingers do your backpacking? #d.)

L Lo - Don PiES;QJ,f
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* MUGELNOOS MEETINGS 3rd Weds. of ed.month |

7:30 p.m.,Lemon Grove Rec, Gtr.,h959 Lemon
Grove Av.,L.A., Just off Hud. Fuy near Mel-
- ‘rose exit.: - Program, trip neWS, food, etc.
Climbers, sklers, guests - all welcog@f?
CAL E NDAR
June 18-19: RCS, Thhqultz (T)  Leader,

" Maynard Brandsma, 285-9613. '
July 2~4: RCS,N.Palisades area’ (T) Lead-
er,John Mendenhall.. Phone for mee+1ng
‘time & car shuttle to park: 793-0806.

ulz G-10: CPR course. chk ‘DeRusha, .
Phone 661-9924. -
July 16~17: RCS, Tﬂhqultz (T) Leader,Lem
. Roy Russ, 295-9703..
' Julz 20: Mugelnoos: oldt:me fllm of skiirg
& climbing by Nate Clark —- see p. 1.
Julv 30-Aug.l:Whitney E.Face, DeRusha.

ANNUAL WARNING: Say "Moo—gul—noos",not th.

e et 2 ot e

4T RCS MISCELIANY

— e —

T“MPUS FUGLT: Time is. running out on the
current RCS season. Members have about k-
mo.,left to attend their 4 climbs. The .
"sedson” may end Oct.l this year, .depend-
ing on the outcome of the Bylaw revision-
vote (ballots due. soon). A record number
_ were dropped last year. —.don't Join tyﬁm.

EXuMEMBERS CONTRIBUTE: Former RCS members.
Carleton Shay & Nealé Creamer answered the
request for old RCS rosters. The collec—
tion now seems complete from” 140 on. If '
anyorie has lists {except !'38) before 1940,
. ‘contact J.Ripley, Box 1034, Dowmey 90240,

-+ 2 Many' thanks to Carleton &: Neale; also to
the first RCS Chairman,- Art Johnson, who
hosted Historian Ripley for 7 (1) hours
at his W.: Covina home: recently. JR v

K0S CHARGED WITH SOLICITING
the Bylaws the RCS is soliciting confiden-
. tial comments. from members re the safety .
prdctlces of John.Holcomb, who recently
passed his Safety Test & applled for mem-
bership. Also, applications are still
pending for John Xropf, Brian Parker,& Ray
Beal. Send comments on any of these to.the
Sdf,ety Gom.,c/o J. Rlpley, by July 1.,

RS ROSTVR BUTCHES FIXED

Corrections for the.recent RCS roster:-
Bgzler Pat: 1030 Poplar, Av,Boulder €O 80302
" DeRusha,Dick: 1421 Edgecliffe Dr., eotc.
Hinegartner, Dean: Phone,. 213-894~7928. .
Kabler, W.:8762 Etivienda Av. #26 ,North-

ridge 91609. 213-886-5058,
Wilts,Janet: Wandering. Use C.Wills addr.

1in Engllsh

JR:| |~
N g thls Ed. relterates—u“If the second

-—

BARGAIN GUIDE The Joshua Tree Climbers
Guide is aveilable for $10 at the Joshua
Tree Ranger Statlon.

ONE GRAND: Frank Hoover, former RCS

member, has organlzed ‘a’ Golorado Rv. Trip
through the_Grand Canyon for July 21-29,&
needs 7 more people. Some SM & RCS'ers al—

ready are signed up. $400 (2/3 usual cost)
| Contact Hooverlet at 90024 Veteran Av.L.A.

90024, 825-8701 days; or st 805~ 251~26h7
evenings. .
BID IT R?GISTER”Interested in old Slerrs

summit registers that have been removed
from the peaks? They are stored at the

‘gBancroft lerary in Berkeley.

-——-———--—-—————-..“

_Four Amer Alplne Club Directors cllmbed
at Tahg. after their May 14 meeting in
Idyllwlld despite May snowfalls. Those

‘enjoying local facilities were Joan Firey
‘(Seattle), Geo.Lowe (Sunnyvale CA),Henry

Barber (Sherborn MA) & John Christian .
(Wash.DC).- Pete White, Ch. of the local
AAC Sec.,scheduled a meeting Sat.night at’
the Tovm Hall, and Chuck Wilts entertain-
ed directors & others vith slides & a dis~
sertdtlon on the old days at Tthultz.

TRASHY SIGNS OF THE TIMES

A van vas recently spied with the Li-
cense Plate "W TRASH", augmented with a
gign saying “Sierra Club Hike to Hell."

Litter Interndtlonal A sign in 3 lan-
guages bes1de 4 trail in the Alps dlrects
‘Please, don't' depose your
rubbish here, take it with you and put it
in your ovn dust-pan?"

. TMPROVE, YOUR VOCABUIARY

e mm — Spy bt S ke Sy dmmr
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. If you. are one who has ﬂnprehen51ons fe
bout outdoor sports, ‘the least you-can do
is apply the right termsto your fears. .
Migelnoos herewith lists scme.of the more
useful, and explains their function: =
"Acrophobia: Fear of high places (for
rock climbing).
‘Claustrophobia: Fear of enclosed spaces
{for those. u51ng IuImmy--cé se sleeping bags)
‘Zoophobia: Fear of animals (useful when
bears or’ ground squirrels eat your commig—
sary, ‘or you meet hummingbirds on climbs.)
‘Acarophobia:  Fear of insects (applica-
ble when attacked by mosquitoes or wasps)
" Nyctophobia: Fear of . darkness (appropri-
ate on bivouacs; or vihen returnlng to
camp after a long’ cllmb)

T IN THIS SPACE, The 1y Wug.Ed, ron a slam

against the Nat'l Park Serv.; quoting itg
purpose as being "For . the énjoyment of .
the USA"M and predicting by 1984 "No swim-
ming, No fishing, No camping, .No hiking"
etc. ....The current Ed. must point out
that the national 'parks were sét -aside-
"For the-benefit-& enjoyment-of the peo~
ple! and.also that they were to 'be pre-
served in tHeir natural condition,"

“The American Alpine Club stated in 1975

1n3unct10n is to be’ honored clesrly
"Tenjoyment of - the people' cannot connote
any and all uses, but.rather’ such uses.
as are con51stent wlth the preservqtlon
.of the natural condition.™

Otherwise, vhat will be left to enjoy?
Take a good look at the more exploited
parks we visit (such as Yosemite +MCA).
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ROCK CLIMBING SEGTION TRIPS GO
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Memorial Day Memories

Thirty RCS members & guests enjoyed perfect weather & goed climbing May 28-30 at
King's Canyon Nat'l Park. Route-finding problems began late Fri.night when RCS Chair-
man Fred Wing & Climb Leader Andy Fried became hopelessly lost in Cedar Grove while
searching for the group's elusive tent cabins. Tim Ryan was dispatched, and grop-
ing fearlessly in the blackness finally found the lost cabins.

Saturday, Batter Day

Newcomers to the Canyon snent much time Sat. on reconnaissance -- endless possible
climbs stretch in every direction. Emory Yount & Dick Mundweiler did an ascent of
the apron of N.Dome -- unforgettable because rockfall cracked Dick's helmet (fortun-
ately not while it was on his head) and damaged his Tdelreid rope on its maiden
climb. LeRoy Russ & Harry Baker returned that afternoon breathless & exhausted, mut-
tering of several solid 5.8 pitches. Asst.lLeader Tom Jeter & Bob Somoany found a rt.
with great possibilities beyond Zumwalt Mdws —- in fact, they enjoyed it so much they
von the prize for last-to-sign-in (9:30 p.m.)

Sunday, Clumb Day

Everyone over 5 yrs. old went off climbing on Sun. (except 2 who chose to keep
the home campfires smoldering). Al Carlson & Leslie Masters did an elegant ascent of
the broken face a side Roaring River Falls, followed by Yount/Mundweiler/Kirkpatrick.
Rumor has it that the redoubtable Emory placed 2 (count 'em) pitons onthe route!
Wing was overheard to say later that "giving pitons to Emory is like putting a drink
in the hands of an alcoholic." Fearless Fred & Ray Beal, and also "hard men" climb-
ers Dick DeRusha & Dave Katz, set off to climb around Boyden Cave, but were turned
back by the abundant poison oak, and by rangers fearing rockfall over the parking
lot (climbing is alloved there outside of tourist season).

Monday, Fun Day

Monday was fishing, swimning, and (%Eénks to Katz) snake-catching day, for all but
Wing & Jeter who ran up the Mundweiler/Carlson rt. on Broken Face. The big hit of ‘the
trip was Tim Ryan's cheesecake (edible,not photographic), &, failing Flash McPher-
son's natty knickers, the glamorous LeRoy Russ in pastel camoiflage pants by Pam.

The actual climbing was greeted with mixed emotion. Broken Face was a good route,
about 5.4 & fairly sound; but ubiquitous lichens & loose rock & dirt present obsta-
cles everyvhere. The rock underneath is good granite, and the climbs are long and of
about every level of difficulty. There also appears to be good climbing above and a-
cross the river from Boyden Cave, on limestone. Andy suggested importing smog to
kill the lichen; Al proposed bringing scrub brushes. But it remains an area with
much possibility, & the low population density of climbers is an attraction. JF

AFTEATHOUGHTS: N. Face stuff sack & blue windbreaker found in Fred. Wing's van.

For Sale: 1 slightly used German rock climbing helmet: two 80! lengths of new Edel-
reid. See Dick Mundweiler.

s ae

RCS SAFETY THSTS

Dick DeRusha, Safety Com. Chairman, thanks all members of the Safety Com. and
some dedicated RCS members (Bill Bragg, Fhil Bruce, Al Carlson & Jeff last), due to
whom the May 22 Safety Test was an overvhelming success. There was a tester/testee
ratio of 1.5 to 1. Due to the new testing area of placing leader protection while
climbing, and setting upper and leader belays in a more realistic situation, the test
took all day. Evaluation of this, and perhaps better logistics will be discussed at
the next Safety Com. meeting. DeRusha urges RCS members to get acquainted with the
folloving people, many of whom will soon be applying for membership: John Holcomb,
Chris Anderson, Glen Kaplan, Leslie Masters, Stan Klein, Paul Harris, Steve Bauer,Di-
ane Corte,Helen Moore. Many of these people came through the RCS training program,amd
there seems little question that it's the best such program around! Congratulations
to Al Carlson and Jim Endo for a job well done!

RCS AT YOSFMITE May 1k=15

A hastily-planned trip, Yosemite Valley replacing snowed-out Candlelight May 14-15
attracted only five RCS members (Wing, Mundweiler, McPherson, Cole, Sharpsteen) to
two days of perfect weather and uncluttered rock routes. On Sat., Mundweiler and
McPherson boldly assaulted the Harding Route on Glacier Point Apron, only to be re—
pulsed by a stream of mud; they ended doing the right-side route on Monday Morning
Slab. Meanwhile, Wing, Cole & Sharpsteen enjoyed Harry Daley on the slab, and watch-
ed_ fantastic climbing by five young Svuedes and three even younger Americans, the
latter 3rd-classing the 5.8 Harry Daley and then doing an adjacent 5.10. Oh, to be
50 again! After joyous Sat.eve reveling, the group Sun. made various abortive
starts on Ranger Rock. Cole led the first pitch of After Six. lMundweiler, top-roped,
subdued an adjacent 5.8-9 water trough. FW

ML MM L3 LAl L,
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McKinley Rescués Begin ,

The first 1977 Mt. McKinley rescue to come to Mugel-ears occurred on May 28, sc-~
cording to the Seattle Times for June 2. A Tacoma2 dentist was picked up by helicop-
ter at the 14,300-foot level. The climber, Fleet Ratliff of the Sourdough Seattle
expedition, had injured his knee. He was quoted as saying he'd just have to fix a
few more teeth to pay the rescue cost of $650., The Natiomal Park Service has paid
for most recent helicopter rescues; the average cost is $3000, beyond the means of
most climbers.
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A cliff-hanger in Four Acts, which relates the dramatic evolution of the notorious
Go For Broke Productlons

Cast of Chardcters
Frances Chblewa Sespe Reject
Jimmy Jet Pndo;’ Ex-Tagy Layback, Ex~RCS Go—Chalrman of ‘Training Committee
Randy McDohald, RCS Member Extrdordlndlre c
Ron Overholtz, RCS Groupie = o
‘Maggie Weesner, Ex~Joshua Tree’ Ranger (as of June 11)
~ Don’ Wilson, Frlend of RCS Member - -
' ACT I
Olednder Motel, Joshua Tree, Room 2. _ -
~ Scene One: Second weekend in April, Saturday night dinner.  Jim and Randy have
_d901ded to leave town to climb. BUT they dén't know what they have started, For

" riow Ron and Frances also decide to . je join the Endless Climb. While devouring a stu-

pendous dinner created by Frances, Ron and Frances make their ultimate decision,

Scene Two: Same room. Time: the follomlng weekend. Maggie begins contem-
platlng her escape to Yosemlte with this motley crew. T '
g ACT II

. Black Tle Route, 5 7. Enda and Cholewa have done 90% of the cllmb Frances
-shows good sense and decides rather than chance a forty-foot fall, to-take a top
rope. FEndo, who has.attended RCS Rescue Seminar, saunters to top and lowers rope.
Unfortunately, the rescue rope lacks.a Figure-Eight loop. Frances saves face for
fearless Ex~-Co~Chairman, With one hand, displaying remarkable aglllty for an RCS
student, she ties in with a Figure-~Eight-Follow-Through.
. ACT III

Go: For Broke Route, 5.7-5.8 8 (7). After the consolidation 'of Go For Broke Pro-
ductions into.a team of six, Randy and Ron go out into the Joshua Tree outback to
“celebrate. They chance upon an inclimbed face to the right of Top Forty and the

- Candy Bar 'area. ‘'Sensing the challenge and the chdnce for 1mmortallty, they push the
" route ;mst Shaky Flakes to the top.

T ACT IV
Ld Cantlnﬂj a small bar dnﬁ.Cdfe in Ploneertown. And they cllmb and they climb.

' i Then one day in May, the group of six, having climbed at Quail Springs, transport

’ifEndo/MdDond1d/0verholtz/W1lson/Cholewa, have begun their =

H]¥¢part of the Park's medical staff. She hopes a@lso to join
;" GFBP members for some climbing. She may be visited (social-

_ :tlll July 30.

their blood-encrusted, rock-ravaged, sun-parched bodies to La Cantina. There the
impeccable warriors (and warr10ress°) tarnish their spartan spirits m1th devil water,
Jimmy Jet, concerned with furthering Fair Frants rock career, proposes a liaison

" betueen Frdn and future GFBP member Homer,age 80, to dance away the night.  Exit the
climbers; heading pack to the Oleander Motel singing “"You. Aren't the Only Turtle in

the Pond.™" Curtain

' . CREDITS FROM PLAYWRIGHT ENDO :
Go For Broke Productions owes its existence to the RCS, and thanks all RCS mem-—
" bers who taught and encouraged them in their climbing madness. "There is magic in
- “the world.™. (Stdy tuned in for.: future cheap thrills of GFBP)

P
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LeRoy Russ, as of June. b, reports . The Vagabond Climbers,

climbing Odyssey with Yosemite Valley. They are maintaining
‘spdcious living quarters at Site 19, Camp Four. Mail should
be sent c¢/o General Delivery, Yosem.. Nat!l Park (A 95389.
They promise bulletins of their exploits. Group conduct
will be supervised by Ranger Maggie.: -
, _ RGS Checkup

‘Don_ Ples writes that he and Dave Ersklne ran 4cross
_Endo et al in. Yosemlte over Memorial Day, -and made.a quick.
climb up the Harry Daley route with Endo on Monday Morning
. {on Monday Morming Slab, of course). . Judith Fairchild,
ace RGS student, will move to Yosemlte June 17, to become

1y or. profe531ondlly) at the hospltdl at the Visltor‘s Center

B e L e ar W e R R —

HALF A DOMF BETTFR THAM NONE AT ALL
On May 22, Tom Higgins, Nancy Dyar (Ruth Mendenhall's niece), and John Mendenhall
elimbed the Snake Dike route on the West face of Half Dome, Threatening skies and
an intermittent cold wind [dinspired everyone to hurry, and beat the rain to the sum-
‘mit. gpM T - o . '
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(Due to the followlng output of a prollfle reporter, thls Dage is dedicated to Pies
in our Time & pies at Any Prlce Don‘t go to Pleses ldughlng, Piles. Ed )

R mus FOR THE WRARY =~ 7%

Desplte common sense telling . one to joln the RCS at. Klngs Cdn. over Mémorlal Day,
" Dave Erskine and Don Pies ‘packed up the haul bag and headed. for the S. face .of, Wash~

.1ngton Column in Yosemlte., After all, the guidebook cdlls thls route anm ”engoyable

“and. not too hdrd" cllmb, so vhat better way could. we enjoy. the hollddy weekend°

‘ We dragged’ our’ equlpment, water & bodies, high dbove the thickest layers of chok~
“ing cdmpflre smoke, untll e redched “the. bdse of the climb late Sat.a.m. Easy crack
& fdce cllmblng led" to our flrst optlon o stralghtmforWdrd a1d crack or a.5.9.free

" climb which lay dround the next corner, Ersklne headed, off W1th the rack for an at-

‘tempt at the free sectlon but soon felt d T bhit uneasy as’ a. long stretch of sustained
" 5.9 finger Jammlng looPed ‘dovn’ dt him, Why not aid the, crack9 With winds that blew
unwelghted etriers hlgh above Dive's ears, progress vient well but slowly on. small

w1red stoppers., Oné of. these . trustnorthy pieces. of mlraculous aluminum - pulled out &

s follovied by & second ,Dave s tossedyfor A5 nlth no hdrm.except for a bdttle

seal on hlS helmet.qJ{ ’ "*  Room and Board .

More gasy face & crdck work brought ug to Dinner Ledge w1th flrst class accommoda-
tions (flat & blg) for a comfortdble blvouac. ‘The cocktail hour. vas: spent with me
fixing & rope up the next pitch to give us a head start next day. This turned out
to be less enJoyable than Scotch-on~the-rocks, due to the .bolts under the roof of

7. Kor's overhdng-hdv1ng been. originally placed by 6!'6" layton Kor. Many strenuous

lunge aid moves.to reach thé bolts, and a lot of tension from the belayer, and I was

B over the roof. .

The main excitement of the’ evenlng occurred 1hlle gudrdlng the Ffood from eliff-
critters, . When.awakened by that "crinkle~crinkle" sound néarby, I instinectively
swatted at the vdrmlnt ‘but soon realized I had only attacked Dave's foot as he was
tiptoeing by. ) How &re they Lichen It%. :

Those Sunday morning. drowsies were quickly shaken off by & 100t ddngllng Jumzr as-
cent® back over Kor's-overhang, 1000! above the. Valley floor.  Notirg thit 6ur pro-

. gress was dout half.the 'speed the .lichen vas groving up the rock, and that our -

- strength was quickly diminishing, the.remaining tuo~thirds of the: uncllmbe&'portlon
- of ‘the route. began.to appear. qnlte overwhelmlng. A short consultdtlon, and the rap—

pel ropes Were lovered.

A1l was not lost, because vie rcin & cross RCS frlends Endo etc.; dlso RCS's Steve
Klnney and pdrtner, who were . forced off a Grade V ‘on the Cathedral Rocks wlth a-

A_shredded heyl.bag.; . -, __ . el

e

-
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"% Tt -was-Yearned: 1ater thdt 2 ddys earller fa Danlsh cllmber in thls same place
;hdd not clipped his tody to his - jumars, but-had only tied into the ‘end of-the rope.
‘He :fell out of-his jumars 70! up, and. free-fell ‘to Dinner ‘Ledge. He luckllv re-
celved:no. critical injuries, though he badly démaged his face & hHands. Remefber --
always. clip both: jumars to your body, and ‘eithier.re-tie into the rope or move a
prusik knot up (set thé prusik well) .évery 15-20 feet. (Don Pies)’ “ir

BUYING "EQUIPMENT2 . YOU. GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR e
S IR By Don. PleS oL L. R TR N LS

With the 1nf1dted cost of climbing equlpment nowaddys, we are looking for ways to
get a. little more out of cur climbing dellérs. When vou flnd that super—deal on

“igome ¢limbing "Goozie Gismo," mike sure you knowu whdt jou dre sacrificing in guality.

‘The two items of interest in this article are l) The MSR Red Stripe cllmblng rope
and 2) The MSE.climbing -harness. ‘Tn short, MSR does’ not endorsé these pisces of e-
quipment for 5th Class leading on high angle rock. MSR does not stress this point
emphatically; but does make this deduction on pdges 12—5 and 12-28 in the March 1977
MSR Newsletter in a keyed~doun fashion. : :

Thé entire article in“the Neuwsletter is too lengthy to qnote here,obut in essence
" the Red Stripe rope has been declared a 'general. recredtlon climbing rope,ﬂ whatever
tHat means; because it failed to meet a UIAA rope test’ recently performed in Viénna.
This does mnot mean the MSR rope’is useless 1n_mountd1neer1ng it just implies you

- are- cllmblng with mach less of a safety factor: than some cf the more estdbllshed
'(dnd more costly) brands - of rope provide.

“For half the cost of & proven safe climbing hdrness, you can buy a MBR cllmblng
' harness. Here again, vague words like "Intended for averidge cllmblng” and "An ade~
‘quate 5-bodyhp01nt harness" are used to sell this product but do not clearly define
the limits of its use. Many RCS members stilly emember .the ‘story of Dave Perkins?
being pulled through the air like Peter Pan’ when his’ MSR harness broke at the bucket
' drop station at a” 1976 Safety Test (the stltchlng on Pdt Butler's MSR harness ,separ-

' ated- at the same test).

Some of MS5R's equlpment hdS proven quite ddequate for 5th Class lead cllmblng,
" put every +time I see d new "Jewey—DeWey" put out by M5R, T ‘fear that the life”sf an
unsuspectlng guinea pig will be threatened. ' Most of all redd the MSR Newsletter

carefully, and use a Tot of disecretion in selectlng your gear.
SHE SEE SEE 38 SR e

--J AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB. MEMBMRSHIP Climbers dedié¢ated to the sport of mountalneer-

1ng, who “have 3 or more yedrs varied experience, may well .be eligible to join. the
““KAC." “Anyone interested in- the details should contact Rutk Mendenhall or Pete White.

Pete can be reached at 399-123L -- 1617 Wellesley Dri, Santa Monica 90405.
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{.nn : e 2000w Andy Fried e—so 0 ‘ =T
Andrew S Frled developed into - a. cllmber,by,spend1ng years in the Valley -~ not
Yosemite, but San Fernando, where he grew’ up "He went into accounting & is now, at

304" controller br'a tool mdnufdcturlng company He is presently single and lives with
- h:Ls elght—yectr-—old son.)

Andy léarned"to backpdck viith the Bov Scouts. In 1969 Ye & d frlend cllmbed Un1—

Fcorn Peak rear Tuolumne Mdms, dnd by 1971 he ‘had done enough cllmblng to reallze

‘what is meant by the- "Fried-durb of the hllls." To rectify this, he errolled in BMTC

vihere he took a llklng to rock cllmblng He attended the Yosemlte cllmblng school ard

= yent on £o' complete RCS training im 1972, LIC in 1973, and ;the ‘Rainier gnow and dee
“isemlnar in 1974, and Yosemite's w1nter surv1val school also 1n 1974. '

Rescue technlques interest him& he has led: rescue. practlce se551ons for. the RCS &

"APSPS ‘He enJoys Nordic skllng & 1eads trlps for the Snow Tourlng Com. Andy JOlned the

_ —nCS in 1974, and the Amer, Alpine Club in. 19?5 He was elected RCS vice-chairman last
"J*fNov., and ‘serves- on the Sectlon Safety Com. " Andy feels that, cllmblna rounds. out his

" 1ife & provides relaxation & satlsfactlon. He’s gone as far afield as Mexlco, Wash.,

"dy‘s a modest & unassumlng fellow' a more—thdnrmodest asset to our group. , JR'.

, Arlzona, and Wyoming, vhere he once’ spent a night atop the Grand Teton in a showstorm,

“He might be" found helplng beglnners one weekend & trylng a nem route the next. An-

cmss ST I‘N THE GOOD OLD DAYS
By John D. Mendenhall. -
4—’_/\/"

_ \CS_ - S AT )
. /F\/These were used cirea 1930 by the'wrlter When

“lrproperly drlven, w1th the 1ug uppermost ag shovm, one's foot ‘Was not- -apt to slip off,

There uere no: provisiors for attaching a carabiner thereto; hovever, since 'biners.
‘Were unknown:to. our group, this did not matter.When ‘chrome-mbly pitons were invented

'V~many years. leter,'they received great acclaim beécause 6f - their durdbility.” Well,the
above pitons were indestructible. They were also known as splkes for railrocad ties.

During :this era, a friend-& I"tackled a crack on-the W.face of Stoney Point,be
couse it was there (it stillis). /Being very sdfety-coflscicus, we used a new half—
inch 60-foot manila rope. The second man had a good braced belay from the leader —-

_and the leader knew he must not fall. . Since: the pltons requlred sturdy blows, I was

- using a heavy hatchet. It ultimately slipoed from my smeaty ‘graspy ‘and soor my sec—

"I thought it exceedlngly gamny. . .. .- |
. To climb with & ton of iron on my bum, |
C AL plton to flt dny cranny.?r

*ff With only a nut and d‘stopper9" ”"{”"t’”;'

Siflor would T have ventured out ellmblng/

.. ond . shouted-shakily that the handle .had hit his. shoulder as it sped :past. I -advised
-hlm to stop compldlnlng--mhat if'the hatchet had ‘made another half-turn? '

- In retrospect, a sling on.the hatchet would have been adv1sab1e-~—-but We

1edrn only by trlal—dndherror as ve develop: equlpment S

RETURN OF FATHER WILLIAM -

"You are old, Father Willlam," the -young;, i "You are old i the youth ventured, "and.
climber cried. i s ooin your arms are too weak

Do you thlnk at your dge,lt is proper o For anythlng vorse than Scungilli,
uT:;TO lEdd the most dlfflcult ¢limbs in the

1 Yet great fwrst ascents you persistently
L seek.
What makes you 50, frlghtfully 8111y°"

N "In my youth w sald tbe Sdge, as he shook "In my youth n sald t.he cllmber,‘ ny took

" out his rope, . ;- to the gym,
.!And cllmbed every weekend as well,
tAnd. the -muscular strength which this gave

, ) | .. to each limb
alonei-Has kept me as sound as a bell " :

“With no hardhat ‘to ‘shelter my brain; = "You are. old 0 Sdld the youth 1¥bsu¥%oﬁid/

: But now I am perfectly sure I have none, - | That your legS'were as steady as ever:
._Why I do 1t agdln and .:1ga:Ln._‘_'_;.= o -

Yet you cllmbed the Innominate using only
. your toes.

'JXL"You are old i sdld the YDuth tag I men—_.What made you SO aqully'clever‘?“

. tioned before,

'ﬁT'IAnd héive grown Just'a teeny bit fragile; VI have answered three questlons, and that

;‘,”Not gpe‘ﬁimela'dey, bﬁ;fe cgpple.u

T Yet you managed the Diving Board (5.8, : is enough,"
' e oAb TIVYS Said the cllmber., ”Stop bending my ear.
B tht mdde you S0 terrlbly agile?r Do you. thlnk I can listen all. day tgnsuch
.- . with a frowun, .- - stuff?.
gy my youth w thher Willldm.replled/n Let's gO:SPllt g pltcher of beer. "_ .

" determlned to keep my limbs supple

o By climbing the stairs to.my office in. ‘?, By Lois Malone,. dedicated to John Men-

tovm, i .denhally 5/2&/77 (An up—date of Dave
RN Rearlck's Vers, 1on of Jan. 19599 “Ed.)

ekl L R FIE - . S i PO .';."
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